
MINUTES 
MOUNT VERNON CITY COUNCIL 

JANUARY 5, 2014 
 
The Mount Vernon City Council met January 5, 2015 at the Mount Vernon City Hall Chambers with 
the following members present: Roudabush, Taylor, Thompson, Niemi and Hampton.  
 
1. Call to Order. At 6:30 p.m. Mayor ProTem Bill Niemi called the meeting to order.  

2. Approval of Agenda. Motion made by Hampton, seconded by Taylor to approve the agenda. 
Carried all.  

 
3. Consent Agenda. Motion made by Hampton, seconded by Thompson to approve Consent Agenda. 

Carried all.  
a. Approval of minutes of December 15 and 23, 2014. 
b. Claims for approval. 

AHLERS & COONEY, PLC LEGAL FEES-P&A 137.50 

ALLIANT IES UTILITIES ENERGY USAGE-ST LIGHTS 3,012.71 

ALLIANT IES UTILITIES ENERGY USAGE-SEW 2,303.27 

ALLIANT IES UTILITIES ENERGY USAGE-WAT 1,290.93 

ALLIANT IES UTILITIES ENERGY USAGE-SEW 363.30 

ALLIANT IES UTILITIES ENERGY USAGE-ST LIGHTS 125.33 

ALLIANT IES UTILITIES ENERGY USAGE-EMA 40.96 

ALLIANT IES UTILITIES ENERGY USAGE-CEM 20.48 

ALLIANT IES UTILITIES ENERGY USAGE 18.73 

BALICEK, RITA CLEANING SERVICE-P&A,PD 62.50 

BALICEK, RITA CLEANING SERVICE-P&A 52.50 

BALICHEK, RITA CLEANING SERVICE-PD,P&A 75.00 

BANKERS TRUST COMPANY DEC DEBT SERVICE PAYMENTS 121,348.75 

BANKERS TRUST COMPANY DEC DEBT SERVICE PAYMENTS 34,121.25 

BAUMAN AND COMPANY UNIFORMS-PW 476.95 

BEIMER, MICHAEL MILEAGE-P&A 117.60 

BENHART, SHERRIE CLEANING SERVICE-P&A 62.50 

BENHART, SHERRIE CLEANING SERVICE-P&A 52.50 

BENHART, SHERRIE CLEANING SERVICE-PD,P&A 75.00 

BOBCAT OF CEDAR RAPIDS COUPLER-RUT 67.53 

BOBCAT OF CEDAR RAPIDS COUPLER-RUT 33.80 

BRADLEY HAUGE, CPA ACCOUNTING SERVICES-P&A 1,770.00 

BSN SPORTS COLLEGIATE PACIFIC BB FENCE/ELLIOTT PARK/200' 1,199.00 

BSN SPORTS COLLEGIATE PACIFIC FENCING GROUND SOCKETS-P&REC 175.49 

CARQUEST OF LISBON VEHICLE MAINT-PW 585.52 

CARQUEST OF LISBON VEHICLE MAINT-FD 25.33 

CENTURY LINK PHONE CHGS-P&A 481.48 

CENTURY LINK PHONE CHGS-SEW 346.18 

CENTURY LINK PHONE CHGS-PD 132.51 

CENTURY LINK PHONE CHGS-FD 123.18 

CENTURY LINK PHONE CHGS-RUT 70.15 

CENTURY LINK PHONE CHGS-WAT 64.35 



CENTURY LINK PHONE CHGS-POOL 59.25 

CLIFTON LARSON ALLEN AUDITOR FEES-P&A 1,900.00 

COGRAN SYSTEMS ONLINE REGISTRATION FEES-P&REC 8.00 

CORRIDOR CARTRIDGES INK CARTRIDGES-P&REC 97.37 

CUSTOM HOES & SUPPLIES 1' FIRE HOSE ASSY-SEW 435.44 

DEPOSIT REFUNDS DEPOSIT REFUND-WAT 44.51 

DEPOSIT REFUNDS DEPOSIT REFUND-WAT 6.38 

ECHOVISION INC PHONE/DEAN-RUT 40.18 

ELECTRONIC ENGINEERING PAGER SERVICE-EMA 11.95 

ELECTRONIC ENGINEERING CORP INFORMATION SYSTEMS-PW 399.60 

FUTURE LINE 2006 DUMP TRUCK-RUT 54.03 

GARY'S FOODS SUPPLIES-RUT,P&REC 215.51 

GORDON LUMBER SUPPLY BLDG SUPPLIES-RUT,P&REC 339.80 

GROUP SERVICES INC INSURANCE-ALL DEPTS 27,629.38 

INDUSTRIAL TECHNICAL SUPPORT S THERMOGRAPH SCANNING-SEW 1,980.00 

INTERSTATE ALL BATTERY CENTER EQUIP REPAIR-FD 74.89 

IOWA INSURANCE DIVISION 509A FILING-ALL DEPTS 100.00 

IOWA MUNICIPAL FINANCE OFFICER ANNUAL DUES-P&A 55.00 

IOWA POLICE CHIEFS ASSOCIATION DUES-PD 75.00 

IOWA RURAL WATER ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP DUES-WAT 300.00 

IOWA SOLUTIONS INC NEW SERVER PREP, VIRUS REMOVAL 835.00 

IOWA SOLUTIONS INC TROUBLESHOOT TRACS-PD 172.50 

IOWA SOLUTIONS.COM EMAIL SPAM/VIRUS BLOCKER,WEB  255.00 

J ROBERT HOPSON ACTUARIAL CERTIFICATION-P&A 550.00 

JOE'S QUALITY WINDOW CLEANING WINDOW CLEANING-P&A 132.00 

LANGE'S SINCLAIR FUEL-FD 212.05 

LINN CO-OP OIL CO FUEL-PW 1,222.90 

LINN COUNTY PLANNING & DEV BLDG PERMIT FEES/INSPECTIONS 689.00 

MONTECILLO EXPRESS 250 CAR UNLOCK FORMS-PD 82.00 

MOORE, JAMES MILEAGE-P&A 85.68 

MOUNT VERNON FIRE DEPT ASSOCIATION DUES-FD 169.00 

MOUNT VERNON LISBON SUN ADS/PUBLICATIONS-P&A 572.27 

MOUNT VERNON LISBON SUN CABLE TV/ONLINE 260.00 

MOUNT VERNON POLICE RESERVES SPECIAL EVENTS-PD 8.00 

NEAL'S WATER CONDITIONING SERV WATER/SALT-PW 53.50 

OFFICE OF VEHICLE INSPECTIONS VEHICLE INSPECTIONS-PD 50.00 

P&K MIDWEST INC LUBRICANT-RUT 13.98 

PAYROLL CLAIMS 51,410.54 

PAYROLL  CLAIMS 701.05 

POSTMASTER UTIL BILL POSTAGE-WAT,SEW,SW 400.00 

RACOM CORP BELT CLIPS-FD 232.50 

ROTO-ROOTER ALLEY BEHIND SHEPLEY-SEW 140.00 

SIMMONS PERRINE MOYER BERGMAN LEGAL FEES-P&A 3,860.00 

SIMMONS PERRINE MOYER BERGMAN LEGAL FEES-P&A 1,980.00 

SIMMONS PERRINE MOYER BERGMAN LEGAL FEES-RAB/HALLMARK 60.00 

STANDARD AND POOR'S ANALYTICAL SERVICES 10,300.00 

STAPLES SUPPLIES-P&A 60.00 

STOREY KENWORTHY TAX FORMS-ALL DEPTS 203.73 

STORLA, PATRICIA CLEANING SERVICE-FD 100.00 

T&M CLOTHING COMPANY STOCKING CAPS-FD 100.00 

TEMP VENDOR MOVIE SPONSOR-P&REC 100.00 



TEMP VENDOR REFUND/CHRISTMAS CRAFTS-P&REC 20.00 

TEMP VENDOR REFUND/ALL THINGS GINGERBREAD 15.00 

TREASURER, STATE OF IOWA SALES TAX 3600.00 

US BANK SUPPLIES,FUEL,TRAVEL,MISC 1,325.27 

US CELLULAR CELL PHONE-ALL DEPTS 578.96 

UTILITY SERVICE COMPANY TOWER MAINT/YR 2 QRTLY PYMT 12449.08 

VEENSTRA & KIMM INC 2015 STREET IMPROVEMENTS PRELIM 9,099.10 

VEENSTRA & KIMM INC BRYANT PARK WELL PRELIM-BAB/WAT 964.00 

VEENSTRA & KIMM INC WWTP GENERATOR PERMIT-SEW 854.10 

VEENSTRA & KIMM INC POOL FILTER EVALUATION-POOL 126.00 

WALKER AG EQUIPMENT OIL FILTER-RUT 69.45 

WAPSI WASTE SERVICE GB,RECY,LEAF-SW 22,432.64 

WATER SOLUTIONS UNLIMITED INC BLENDED PHOSPHATE-WAT 3,208.50 

WENDLING QUARRIES ROAD STONE-RUT 287.64 

 TOTAL 332,699.01 

c. Approval of liquor license renewal: Scorz Bar & Grill. 
 
4. Open forum:  each citizen limited to 5 minutes per discussion item. None 

 
5. City Administrator Report. With snow in the forecast Beimer said that the City crews will be 

continuously plowing all night with a split rotation schedule. Work on the FY16 budget has 
started. Beimer said that he would like to start discussions going over the CIP portion of the 
budget tonight. Explaining the worksheet given to Council Beimer said that there are some FY15 
projects that won’t get started until the end of the FY when the construction season starts, 
probably sometime in April or May. Payments for those projects won’t be accounted for until 
FY16. Looking at the Capital Improvement Plan Beimer pointed out some projects that been 
moved ahead of schedule and some that have already been completed such as 7th Street 
Reconstruction project. At a previous meeting Council was asked what projects they wanted to 
see plugged into the FY16 budget and that will be part of the agenda #7 discussion. The City’s 
insurance will cover most of the costs of the pump and motor for well #9. The City has been 
working with Justin Campbell, Shive Hattery, on the completion of the roundabout project. To 
date it is about 85% complete. The State then does a final audit after which the City should 
receive about $70k back in retainage fees. We should be receiving the audit in about 30 days. 
Beimer suggested having a budget work session on Monday, 1-12-15 at 6:30 p.m. He continued 
saying that he did not see the need to have all parties receiving City support explain their 
budgets; only those that are asking for more than they have in the past. Work continues on the 
application of FEMA funds regarding the costs associated with the June storm and cleanup. Even 
though the Unions have not contacted the City regarding the City’s contract proposal the figures 
have been worked into the budget. The traffic signals at the corner of 1st Street and 1st Avenue 
will be handled by Anderson Bogart as that is the engineering firm who started the work on the 
project. The City hasn’t received any information from the County on what will be received from 
property taxes. This will be the first year for the 5% commercial tax decrease which will be 
offset by the State and will continue with an additional 5% each year for the next three years. At 
that time the State will discontinue backfilling and the City will be on their own. Council agreed 
to meet Monday, January 12, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. to continue discussing the FY16 budget.   



 
6. Engineering Update Report. Dave Schechinger of Veenstra & Kimm gave a brief summary of the 

engineering projects being worked on. Work continues on the 3rd and 5th Avenue Reconstruction 
projects with the big issue being ADA compliant. Preliminary cost estimates were prepared for 
both streets. Preliminary design is underway and will be reviewed by Council in February. 
Construction is slated to begin in July, 2015. A preliminary cost estimate was prepared for the 
Lisbon Road overlay with an option to add curb, gutter and storm sewer on the east end. The 
Bryant Park Well project is close to completion. Following Council review the report will be 
submitted to the IDNR. An estimate of $2,000.00 was received from Vessco to conduct a 
detailed inspection of the water plant filter. Preliminary plans for a sewer rehab/replacement for 
the Shepley and Mehaffey sewer projects will be ready for review in a few weeks. Bid 
solicitation is anticipated to be in March with construction to follow in late April or May. The 
City has received their draft NPDES permit. This includes compliance schedules for testing and 
monitoring several items. The draft permit contains a public notice that must be posted and 
published within 15 days of the date on the draft permit letter. Regarding disinfection compliance 
and possible ammonia reduction, Schechinger commented  that after a permit was finalized, the 
City would most likely have three years to achieve compliance. Roudabush asked if there were 
any grandfathering exceptions for older communities in regard to the 3rd and 5th Avenue projects. 
Schechinger said there are exceptions when not possible but didn’t think that it would be 
approved in this case.      

 
7. Discussion of CIP Plan (budget portion) for FY2016: Timing/Costs/Priorities. Beimer said that, 

depending on the complexity of the 3rd and 5th Avenue projects it looks to be a full construction 
season and also carrying over into calendar year 2016. Council was asked to identify the projects 
they would like to see in the FY16 budget. Taylor said there hasn’t been anything done with the 
sidewalk project for over a year. Beimer said he had included that in the budget. Schechinger 
pointed out a potential issue; on Hwy 1, south of the Hwy 30 roundabout there are utilities 
between the roundabout and the interchange. If the IDOT widens this to a five lane section, as 
they proposed, the City would be responsible for relocating them. Taylor suggested adding 
landscaping to the center of the roundabout. Beimer said that the IDOT owns it right now so any 
additions would need their approval. Council agreed to meet Monday, January 12, 2015 at 6:30 
p.m. to continue working on the budget.       

 
8. Old Business.  
 
9. New Business. A snow emergency has been called from 10:00 p.m. tonight until snow removal 

operations have been completed. On Thursday, January 8, 2015, there will be a Community 
Leaders Breakfast at Gwen’s at 7:30 a.m. The public is invited.  

 
As there was no further business to attend to the meeting adjourned, the time being 8:05 p.m., 
January 5, 2015. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 



Sue Ripke 
City Clerk 
 
Reviewed and approved, 
Michael R. Beimer 
City Administrator 
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BOBCAT OF CEDAR RAPIDS COUPLER-RUT 33.80 

BRADLEY HAUGE, CPA ACCOUNTING SERVICES-P&A 1,770.00 

BSN SPORTS COLLEGIATE PACIFIC BB FENCE/ELLIOTT PARK/200' 1,199.00 

BSN SPORTS COLLEGIATE PACIFIC FENCING GROUND SOCKETS-P&REC 175.49 

CARQUEST OF LISBON VEHICLE MAINT-PW 585.52 

CARQUEST OF LISBON VEHICLE MAINT-FD 25.33 

CENTURY LINK PHONE CHGS-P&A 481.48 

CENTURY LINK PHONE CHGS-SEW 346.18 

CENTURY LINK PHONE CHGS-PD 132.51 

CENTURY LINK PHONE CHGS-FD 123.18 

CENTURY LINK PHONE CHGS-RUT 70.15 

CENTURY LINK PHONE CHGS-WAT 64.35 



CENTURY LINK PHONE CHGS-POOL 59.25 

CLIFTON LARSON ALLEN AUDITOR FEES-P&A 1,900.00 

COGRAN SYSTEMS ONLINE REGISTRATION FEES-P&REC 8.00 

CORRIDOR CARTRIDGES INK CARTRIDGES-P&REC 97.37 

CUSTOM HOES & SUPPLIES 1' FIRE HOSE ASSY-SEW 435.44 

DEPOSIT REFUNDS DEPOSIT REFUND-WAT 44.51 

DEPOSIT REFUNDS DEPOSIT REFUND-WAT 6.38 

ECHOVISION INC PHONE/DEAN-RUT 40.18 

ELECTRONIC ENGINEERING PAGER SERVICE-EMA 11.95 

ELECTRONIC ENGINEERING CORP INFORMATION SYSTEMS-PW 399.60 

FUTURE LINE 2006 DUMP TRUCK-RUT 54.03 

GARY'S FOODS SUPPLIES-RUT,P&REC 215.51 

GORDON LUMBER SUPPLY BLDG SUPPLIES-RUT,P&REC 339.80 

GROUP SERVICES INC INSURANCE-ALL DEPTS 27,629.38 

INDUSTRIAL TECHNICAL SUPPORT S THERMOGRAPH SCANNING-SEW 1,980.00 

INTERSTATE ALL BATTERY CENTER EQUIP REPAIR-FD 74.89 

IOWA INSURANCE DIVISION 509A FILING-ALL DEPTS 100.00 

IOWA MUNICIPAL FINANCE OFFICER ANNUAL DUES-P&A 55.00 

IOWA POLICE CHIEFS ASSOCIATION DUES-PD 75.00 

IOWA RURAL WATER ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP DUES-WAT 300.00 

IOWA SOLUTIONS INC NEW SERVER PREP, VIRUS REMOVAL 835.00 

IOWA SOLUTIONS INC TROUBLESHOOT TRACS-PD 172.50 

IOWA SOLUTIONS.COM EMAIL SPAM/VIRUS BLOCKER,WEB  255.00 

J ROBERT HOPSON ACTUARIAL CERTIFICATION-P&A 550.00 

JOE'S QUALITY WINDOW CLEANING WINDOW CLEANING-P&A 132.00 

LANGE'S SINCLAIR FUEL-FD 212.05 

LINN CO-OP OIL CO FUEL-PW 1,222.90 

LINN COUNTY PLANNING & DEV BLDG PERMIT FEES/INSPECTIONS 689.00 

MONTECILLO EXPRESS 250 CAR UNLOCK FORMS-PD 82.00 

MOORE, JAMES MILEAGE-P&A 85.68 

MOUNT VERNON FIRE DEPT ASSOCIATION DUES-FD 169.00 

MOUNT VERNON LISBON SUN ADS/PUBLICATIONS-P&A 572.27 

MOUNT VERNON LISBON SUN CABLE TV/ONLINE 260.00 

MOUNT VERNON POLICE RESERVES SPECIAL EVENTS-PD 8.00 

NEAL'S WATER CONDITIONING SERV WATER/SALT-PW 53.50 

OFFICE OF VEHICLE INSPECTIONS VEHICLE INSPECTIONS-PD 50.00 

P&K MIDWEST INC LUBRICANT-RUT 13.98 

PAYROLL CLAIMS 51,410.54 

PAYROLL  CLAIMS 701.05 

POSTMASTER UTIL BILL POSTAGE-WAT,SEW,SW 400.00 

RACOM CORP BELT CLIPS-FD 232.50 

ROTO-ROOTER ALLEY BEHIND SHEPLEY-SEW 140.00 

SIMMONS PERRINE MOYER BERGMAN LEGAL FEES-P&A 3,860.00 

SIMMONS PERRINE MOYER BERGMAN LEGAL FEES-P&A 1,980.00 

SIMMONS PERRINE MOYER BERGMAN LEGAL FEES-RAB/HALLMARK 60.00 

STANDARD AND POOR'S ANALYTICAL SERVICES 10,300.00 

STAPLES SUPPLIES-P&A 60.00 

STOREY KENWORTHY TAX FORMS-ALL DEPTS 203.73 

STORLA, PATRICIA CLEANING SERVICE-FD 100.00 

T&M CLOTHING COMPANY STOCKING CAPS-FD 100.00 

TEMP VENDOR MOVIE SPONSOR-P&REC 100.00 



TEMP VENDOR REFUND/CHRISTMAS CRAFTS-P&REC 20.00 

TEMP VENDOR REFUND/ALL THINGS GINGERBREAD 15.00 

TREASURER, STATE OF IOWA SALES TAX 3600.00 

US BANK SUPPLIES,FUEL,TRAVEL,MISC 1,325.27 

US CELLULAR CELL PHONE-ALL DEPTS 578.96 

UTILITY SERVICE COMPANY TOWER MAINT/YR 2 QRTLY PYMT 12449.08 

VEENSTRA & KIMM INC 2015 STREET IMPROVEMENTS PRELIM 9,099.10 

VEENSTRA & KIMM INC BRYANT PARK WELL PRELIM-BAB/WAT 964.00 

VEENSTRA & KIMM INC WWTP GENERATOR PERMIT-SEW 854.10 

VEENSTRA & KIMM INC POOL FILTER EVALUATION-POOL 126.00 

WALKER AG EQUIPMENT OIL FILTER-RUT 69.45 

WAPSI WASTE SERVICE GB,RECY,LEAF-SW 22,432.64 

WATER SOLUTIONS UNLIMITED INC BLENDED PHOSPHATE-WAT 3,208.50 

WENDLING QUARRIES ROAD STONE-RUT 287.64 

 TOTAL 332,699.01 

c. Approval of liquor license renewal: Scorz Bar & Grill. 
 
4. Open forum:  each citizen limited to 5 minutes per discussion item. None 

 
5. City Administrator Report. With snow in the forecast Beimer said that the City crews will be 

continuously plowing all night with a split rotation schedule. Work on the FY16 budget has 
started. Beimer said that he would like to start discussions going over the CIP portion of the 
budget tonight. Explaining the worksheet given to Council Beimer said that there are some FY15 
projects that won’t get started until the end of the FY when the construction season starts, 
probably sometime in April or May. Payments for those projects won’t be accounted for until 
FY16. Looking at the Capital Improvement Plan Beimer pointed out some projects that been 
moved ahead of schedule and some that have already been completed such as 7th Street 
Reconstruction project. At a previous meeting Council was asked what projects they wanted to 
see plugged into the FY16 budget and that will be part of the agenda #7 discussion. The City’s 
insurance will cover most of the costs of the pump and motor for well #9. The City has been 
working with Justin Campbell, Shive Hattery, on the completion of the roundabout project. To 
date it is about 85% complete. The State then does a final audit after which the City should 
receive about $70k back in retainage fees. We should be receiving the audit in about 30 days. 
Beimer suggested having a budget work session on Monday, 1-12-15 at 6:30 p.m. He continued 
saying that he did not see the need to have all parties receiving City support explain their 
budgets; only those that are asking for more than they have in the past. Work continues on the 
application of FEMA funds regarding the costs associated with the June storm and cleanup. Even 
though the Unions have not contacted the City regarding the City’s contract proposal the figures 
have been worked into the budget. The traffic signals at the corner of 1st Street and 1st Avenue 
will be handled by Anderson Bogart as that is the engineering firm who started the work on the 
project. The City hasn’t received any information from the County on what will be received from 
property taxes. This will be the first year for the 5% commercial tax decrease which will be 
offset by the State and will continue with an additional 5% each year for the next three years. At 
that time the State will discontinue backfilling and the City will be on their own. Council agreed 
to meet Monday, January 12, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. to continue discussing the FY16 budget.   



 
6. Engineering Update Report. Dave Schechinger of Veenstra & Kimm gave a brief summary of the 

engineering projects being worked on. Work continues on the 3rd and 5th Avenue Reconstruction 
projects with the big issue being ADA compliant. Preliminary cost estimates were prepared for 
both streets. Preliminary design is underway and will be reviewed by Council in February. 
Construction is slated to begin in July, 2015. A preliminary cost estimate was prepared for the 
Lisbon Road overlay with an option to add curb, gutter and storm sewer on the east end. The 
Bryant Park Well project is close to completion. Following Council review the report will be 
submitted to the IDNR. An estimate of $2,000.00 was received from Vessco to conduct a 
detailed inspection of the water plant filter. Preliminary plans for a sewer rehab/replacement for 
the Shepley and Mehaffey sewer projects will be ready for review in a few weeks. Bid 
solicitation is anticipated to be in March with construction to follow in late April or May. The 
City has received their draft NPDES permit. This includes compliance schedules for testing and 
monitoring several items. The draft permit contains a public notice that must be posted and 
published within 15 days of the date on the draft permit letter. Regarding disinfection compliance 
and possible ammonia reduction, Schechinger commented  that after a permit was finalized, the 
City would most likely have three years to achieve compliance. Roudabush asked if there were 
any grandfathering exceptions for older communities in regard to the 3rd and 5th Avenue projects. 
Schechinger said there are exceptions when not possible but didn’t think that it would be 
approved in this case.      

 
7. Discussion of CIP Plan (budget portion) for FY2016: Timing/Costs/Priorities. Beimer said that, 

depending on the complexity of the 3rd and 5th Avenue projects it looks to be a full construction 
season and also carrying over into calendar year 2016. Council was asked to identify the projects 
they would like to see in the FY16 budget. Taylor said there hasn’t been anything done with the 
sidewalk project for over a year. Beimer said he had included that in the budget. Schechinger 
pointed out a potential issue; on Hwy 1, south of the Hwy 30 roundabout there are utilities 
between the roundabout and the interchange. If the IDOT widens this to a five lane section, as 
they proposed, the City would be responsible for relocating them. Taylor suggested adding 
landscaping to the center of the roundabout. Beimer said that the IDOT owns it right now so any 
additions would need their approval. Council agreed to meet Monday, January 12, 2015 at 6:30 
p.m. to continue working on the budget.       

 
8. Old Business.  
 
9. New Business. A snow emergency has been called from 10:00 p.m. tonight until snow removal 

operations have been completed. On Thursday, January 8, 2015, there will be a Community 
Leaders Breakfast at Gwen’s at 7:30 a.m. The public is invited.  

 
As there was no further business to attend to the meeting adjourned, the time being 8:05 p.m., 
January 5, 2015. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 



Sue Ripke 
City Clerk 
 
Reviewed and approved, 
Michael R. Beimer 
City Administrator 
 
 



MINUTES 
MOUNT VERNON CITY COUNCIL 

JANUARY 5, 2014 
 
The Mount Vernon City Council met January 5, 2015 at the Mount Vernon City Hall Chambers with 
the following members present: Roudabush, Taylor, Thompson, Niemi and Hampton.  
 
1. Call to Order. At 6:30 p.m. Mayor ProTem Bill Niemi called the meeting to order.  

2. Approval of Agenda. Motion made by Hampton, seconded by Taylor to approve the agenda. 
Carried all.  

 
3. Consent Agenda. Motion made by Hampton, seconded by Thompson to approve Consent Agenda. 

Carried all.  
a. Approval of minutes of December 15 and 23, 2014. 
b. Claims for approval. 

AHLERS & COONEY, PLC LEGAL FEES-P&A 137.50 

ALLIANT IES UTILITIES ENERGY USAGE-ST LIGHTS 3,012.71 
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ALLIANT IES UTILITIES ENERGY USAGE-WAT 1,290.93 
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ALLIANT IES UTILITIES ENERGY USAGE-ST LIGHTS 125.33 
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BALICHEK, RITA CLEANING SERVICE-PD,P&A 75.00 
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BAUMAN AND COMPANY UNIFORMS-PW 476.95 
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BENHART, SHERRIE CLEANING SERVICE-P&A 52.50 

BENHART, SHERRIE CLEANING SERVICE-PD,P&A 75.00 

BOBCAT OF CEDAR RAPIDS COUPLER-RUT 67.53 

BOBCAT OF CEDAR RAPIDS COUPLER-RUT 33.80 

BRADLEY HAUGE, CPA ACCOUNTING SERVICES-P&A 1,770.00 

BSN SPORTS COLLEGIATE PACIFIC BB FENCE/ELLIOTT PARK/200' 1,199.00 

BSN SPORTS COLLEGIATE PACIFIC FENCING GROUND SOCKETS-P&REC 175.49 

CARQUEST OF LISBON VEHICLE MAINT-PW 585.52 

CARQUEST OF LISBON VEHICLE MAINT-FD 25.33 

CENTURY LINK PHONE CHGS-P&A 481.48 

CENTURY LINK PHONE CHGS-SEW 346.18 

CENTURY LINK PHONE CHGS-PD 132.51 

CENTURY LINK PHONE CHGS-FD 123.18 

CENTURY LINK PHONE CHGS-RUT 70.15 

CENTURY LINK PHONE CHGS-WAT 64.35 



CENTURY LINK PHONE CHGS-POOL 59.25 

CLIFTON LARSON ALLEN AUDITOR FEES-P&A 1,900.00 

COGRAN SYSTEMS ONLINE REGISTRATION FEES-P&REC 8.00 

CORRIDOR CARTRIDGES INK CARTRIDGES-P&REC 97.37 

CUSTOM HOES & SUPPLIES 1' FIRE HOSE ASSY-SEW 435.44 

DEPOSIT REFUNDS DEPOSIT REFUND-WAT 44.51 

DEPOSIT REFUNDS DEPOSIT REFUND-WAT 6.38 

ECHOVISION INC PHONE/DEAN-RUT 40.18 

ELECTRONIC ENGINEERING PAGER SERVICE-EMA 11.95 

ELECTRONIC ENGINEERING CORP INFORMATION SYSTEMS-PW 399.60 

FUTURE LINE 2006 DUMP TRUCK-RUT 54.03 

GARY'S FOODS SUPPLIES-RUT,P&REC 215.51 

GORDON LUMBER SUPPLY BLDG SUPPLIES-RUT,P&REC 339.80 

GROUP SERVICES INC INSURANCE-ALL DEPTS 27,629.38 

INDUSTRIAL TECHNICAL SUPPORT S THERMOGRAPH SCANNING-SEW 1,980.00 

INTERSTATE ALL BATTERY CENTER EQUIP REPAIR-FD 74.89 

IOWA INSURANCE DIVISION 509A FILING-ALL DEPTS 100.00 

IOWA MUNICIPAL FINANCE OFFICER ANNUAL DUES-P&A 55.00 

IOWA POLICE CHIEFS ASSOCIATION DUES-PD 75.00 

IOWA RURAL WATER ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP DUES-WAT 300.00 

IOWA SOLUTIONS INC NEW SERVER PREP, VIRUS REMOVAL 835.00 

IOWA SOLUTIONS INC TROUBLESHOOT TRACS-PD 172.50 

IOWA SOLUTIONS.COM EMAIL SPAM/VIRUS BLOCKER,WEB  255.00 

J ROBERT HOPSON ACTUARIAL CERTIFICATION-P&A 550.00 

JOE'S QUALITY WINDOW CLEANING WINDOW CLEANING-P&A 132.00 

LANGE'S SINCLAIR FUEL-FD 212.05 

LINN CO-OP OIL CO FUEL-PW 1,222.90 

LINN COUNTY PLANNING & DEV BLDG PERMIT FEES/INSPECTIONS 689.00 

MONTECILLO EXPRESS 250 CAR UNLOCK FORMS-PD 82.00 

MOORE, JAMES MILEAGE-P&A 85.68 

MOUNT VERNON FIRE DEPT ASSOCIATION DUES-FD 169.00 

MOUNT VERNON LISBON SUN ADS/PUBLICATIONS-P&A 572.27 

MOUNT VERNON LISBON SUN CABLE TV/ONLINE 260.00 

MOUNT VERNON POLICE RESERVES SPECIAL EVENTS-PD 8.00 

NEAL'S WATER CONDITIONING SERV WATER/SALT-PW 53.50 

OFFICE OF VEHICLE INSPECTIONS VEHICLE INSPECTIONS-PD 50.00 

P&K MIDWEST INC LUBRICANT-RUT 13.98 

PAYROLL CLAIMS 51,410.54 

PAYROLL  CLAIMS 701.05 

POSTMASTER UTIL BILL POSTAGE-WAT,SEW,SW 400.00 

RACOM CORP BELT CLIPS-FD 232.50 

ROTO-ROOTER ALLEY BEHIND SHEPLEY-SEW 140.00 

SIMMONS PERRINE MOYER BERGMAN LEGAL FEES-P&A 3,860.00 

SIMMONS PERRINE MOYER BERGMAN LEGAL FEES-P&A 1,980.00 

SIMMONS PERRINE MOYER BERGMAN LEGAL FEES-RAB/HALLMARK 60.00 

STANDARD AND POOR'S ANALYTICAL SERVICES 10,300.00 

STAPLES SUPPLIES-P&A 60.00 

STOREY KENWORTHY TAX FORMS-ALL DEPTS 203.73 

STORLA, PATRICIA CLEANING SERVICE-FD 100.00 

T&M CLOTHING COMPANY STOCKING CAPS-FD 100.00 

TEMP VENDOR MOVIE SPONSOR-P&REC 100.00 



TEMP VENDOR REFUND/CHRISTMAS CRAFTS-P&REC 20.00 

TEMP VENDOR REFUND/ALL THINGS GINGERBREAD 15.00 

TREASURER, STATE OF IOWA SALES TAX 3600.00 

US BANK SUPPLIES,FUEL,TRAVEL,MISC 1,325.27 

US CELLULAR CELL PHONE-ALL DEPTS 578.96 

UTILITY SERVICE COMPANY TOWER MAINT/YR 2 QRTLY PYMT 12449.08 

VEENSTRA & KIMM INC 2015 STREET IMPROVEMENTS PRELIM 9,099.10 

VEENSTRA & KIMM INC BRYANT PARK WELL PRELIM-BAB/WAT 964.00 

VEENSTRA & KIMM INC WWTP GENERATOR PERMIT-SEW 854.10 

VEENSTRA & KIMM INC POOL FILTER EVALUATION-POOL 126.00 

WALKER AG EQUIPMENT OIL FILTER-RUT 69.45 

WAPSI WASTE SERVICE GB,RECY,LEAF-SW 22,432.64 

WATER SOLUTIONS UNLIMITED INC BLENDED PHOSPHATE-WAT 3,208.50 

WENDLING QUARRIES ROAD STONE-RUT 287.64 

 TOTAL 332,699.01 

c. Approval of liquor license renewal: Scorz Bar & Grill. 
 
4. Open forum:  each citizen limited to 5 minutes per discussion item. None 

 
5. City Administrator Report. With snow in the forecast Beimer said that the City crews will be 

continuously plowing all night with a split rotation schedule. Work on the FY16 budget has 
started. Beimer said that he would like to start discussions going over the CIP portion of the 
budget tonight. Explaining the worksheet given to Council Beimer said that there are some FY15 
projects that won’t get started until the end of the FY when the construction season starts, 
probably sometime in April or May. Payments for those projects won’t be accounted for until 
FY16. Looking at the Capital Improvement Plan Beimer pointed out some projects that been 
moved ahead of schedule and some that have already been completed such as 7th Street 
Reconstruction project. At a previous meeting Council was asked what projects they wanted to 
see plugged into the FY16 budget and that will be part of the agenda #7 discussion. The City’s 
insurance will cover most of the costs of the pump and motor for well #9. The City has been 
working with Justin Campbell, Shive Hattery, on the completion of the roundabout project. To 
date it is about 85% complete. The State then does a final audit after which the City should 
receive about $70k back in retainage fees. We should be receiving the audit in about 30 days. 
Beimer suggested having a budget work session on Monday, 1-12-15 at 6:30 p.m. He continued 
saying that he did not see the need to have all parties receiving City support explain their 
budgets; only those that are asking for more than they have in the past. Work continues on the 
application of FEMA funds regarding the costs associated with the June storm and cleanup. Even 
though the Unions have not contacted the City regarding the City’s contract proposal the figures 
have been worked into the budget. The traffic signals at the corner of 1st Street and 1st Avenue 
will be handled by Anderson Bogart as that is the engineering firm who started the work on the 
project. The City hasn’t received any information from the County on what will be received from 
property taxes. This will be the first year for the 5% commercial tax decrease which will be 
offset by the State and will continue with an additional 5% each year for the next three years. At 
that time the State will discontinue backfilling and the City will be on their own. Council agreed 
to meet Monday, January 12, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. to continue discussing the FY16 budget.   



 
6. Engineering Update Report. Dave Schechinger of Veenstra & Kimm gave a brief summary of the 

engineering projects being worked on. Work continues on the 3rd and 5th Avenue Reconstruction 
projects with the big issue being ADA compliant. Preliminary cost estimates were prepared for 
both streets. Preliminary design is underway and will be reviewed by Council in February. 
Construction is slated to begin in July, 2015. A preliminary cost estimate was prepared for the 
Lisbon Road overlay with an option to add curb, gutter and storm sewer on the east end. The 
Bryant Park Well project is close to completion. Following Council review the report will be 
submitted to the IDNR. An estimate of $2,000.00 was received from Vessco to conduct a 
detailed inspection of the water plant filter. Preliminary plans for a sewer rehab/replacement for 
the Shepley and Mehaffey sewer projects will be ready for review in a few weeks. Bid 
solicitation is anticipated to be in March with construction to follow in late April or May. The 
City has received their draft NPDES permit. This includes compliance schedules for testing and 
monitoring several items. The draft permit contains a public notice that must be posted and 
published within 15 days of the date on the draft permit letter. Regarding disinfection compliance 
and possible ammonia reduction, Schechinger commented  that after a permit was finalized, the 
City would most likely have three years to achieve compliance. Roudabush asked if there were 
any grandfathering exceptions for older communities in regard to the 3rd and 5th Avenue projects. 
Schechinger said there are exceptions when not possible but didn’t think that it would be 
approved in this case.      

 
7. Discussion of CIP Plan (budget portion) for FY2016: Timing/Costs/Priorities. Beimer said that, 

depending on the complexity of the 3rd and 5th Avenue projects it looks to be a full construction 
season and also carrying over into calendar year 2016. Council was asked to identify the projects 
they would like to see in the FY16 budget. Taylor said there hasn’t been anything done with the 
sidewalk project for over a year. Beimer said he had included that in the budget. Schechinger 
pointed out a potential issue; on Hwy 1, south of the Hwy 30 roundabout there are utilities 
between the roundabout and the interchange. If the IDOT widens this to a five lane section, as 
they proposed, the City would be responsible for relocating them. Taylor suggested adding 
landscaping to the center of the roundabout. Beimer said that the IDOT owns it right now so any 
additions would need their approval. Council agreed to meet Monday, January 12, 2015 at 6:30 
p.m. to continue working on the budget.       

 
8. Old Business.  
 
9. New Business. A snow emergency has been called from 10:00 p.m. tonight until snow removal 

operations have been completed. On Thursday, January 8, 2015, there will be a Community 
Leaders Breakfast at Gwen’s at 7:30 a.m. The public is invited.  

 
As there was no further business to attend to the meeting adjourned, the time being 8:05 p.m., 
January 5, 2015. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 



Sue Ripke 
City Clerk 
 
Reviewed and approved, 
Michael R. Beimer 
City Administrator 
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FUTURE LINE 2006 DUMP TRUCK-RUT 54.03 

GARY'S FOODS SUPPLIES-RUT,P&REC 215.51 

GORDON LUMBER SUPPLY BLDG SUPPLIES-RUT,P&REC 339.80 

GROUP SERVICES INC INSURANCE-ALL DEPTS 27,629.38 

INDUSTRIAL TECHNICAL SUPPORT S THERMOGRAPH SCANNING-SEW 1,980.00 

INTERSTATE ALL BATTERY CENTER EQUIP REPAIR-FD 74.89 

IOWA INSURANCE DIVISION 509A FILING-ALL DEPTS 100.00 

IOWA MUNICIPAL FINANCE OFFICER ANNUAL DUES-P&A 55.00 

IOWA POLICE CHIEFS ASSOCIATION DUES-PD 75.00 

IOWA RURAL WATER ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP DUES-WAT 300.00 

IOWA SOLUTIONS INC NEW SERVER PREP, VIRUS REMOVAL 835.00 

IOWA SOLUTIONS INC TROUBLESHOOT TRACS-PD 172.50 

IOWA SOLUTIONS.COM EMAIL SPAM/VIRUS BLOCKER,WEB  255.00 

J ROBERT HOPSON ACTUARIAL CERTIFICATION-P&A 550.00 

JOE'S QUALITY WINDOW CLEANING WINDOW CLEANING-P&A 132.00 

LANGE'S SINCLAIR FUEL-FD 212.05 

LINN CO-OP OIL CO FUEL-PW 1,222.90 

LINN COUNTY PLANNING & DEV BLDG PERMIT FEES/INSPECTIONS 689.00 

MONTECILLO EXPRESS 250 CAR UNLOCK FORMS-PD 82.00 

MOORE, JAMES MILEAGE-P&A 85.68 

MOUNT VERNON FIRE DEPT ASSOCIATION DUES-FD 169.00 

MOUNT VERNON LISBON SUN ADS/PUBLICATIONS-P&A 572.27 

MOUNT VERNON LISBON SUN CABLE TV/ONLINE 260.00 

MOUNT VERNON POLICE RESERVES SPECIAL EVENTS-PD 8.00 

NEAL'S WATER CONDITIONING SERV WATER/SALT-PW 53.50 

OFFICE OF VEHICLE INSPECTIONS VEHICLE INSPECTIONS-PD 50.00 

P&K MIDWEST INC LUBRICANT-RUT 13.98 

PAYROLL CLAIMS 51,410.54 

PAYROLL  CLAIMS 701.05 

POSTMASTER UTIL BILL POSTAGE-WAT,SEW,SW 400.00 

RACOM CORP BELT CLIPS-FD 232.50 

ROTO-ROOTER ALLEY BEHIND SHEPLEY-SEW 140.00 

SIMMONS PERRINE MOYER BERGMAN LEGAL FEES-P&A 3,860.00 

SIMMONS PERRINE MOYER BERGMAN LEGAL FEES-P&A 1,980.00 

SIMMONS PERRINE MOYER BERGMAN LEGAL FEES-RAB/HALLMARK 60.00 

STANDARD AND POOR'S ANALYTICAL SERVICES 10,300.00 

STAPLES SUPPLIES-P&A 60.00 

STOREY KENWORTHY TAX FORMS-ALL DEPTS 203.73 

STORLA, PATRICIA CLEANING SERVICE-FD 100.00 

T&M CLOTHING COMPANY STOCKING CAPS-FD 100.00 

TEMP VENDOR MOVIE SPONSOR-P&REC 100.00 



TEMP VENDOR REFUND/CHRISTMAS CRAFTS-P&REC 20.00 

TEMP VENDOR REFUND/ALL THINGS GINGERBREAD 15.00 

TREASURER, STATE OF IOWA SALES TAX 3600.00 

US BANK SUPPLIES,FUEL,TRAVEL,MISC 1,325.27 

US CELLULAR CELL PHONE-ALL DEPTS 578.96 

UTILITY SERVICE COMPANY TOWER MAINT/YR 2 QRTLY PYMT 12449.08 

VEENSTRA & KIMM INC 2015 STREET IMPROVEMENTS PRELIM 9,099.10 

VEENSTRA & KIMM INC BRYANT PARK WELL PRELIM-BAB/WAT 964.00 

VEENSTRA & KIMM INC WWTP GENERATOR PERMIT-SEW 854.10 

VEENSTRA & KIMM INC POOL FILTER EVALUATION-POOL 126.00 

WALKER AG EQUIPMENT OIL FILTER-RUT 69.45 

WAPSI WASTE SERVICE GB,RECY,LEAF-SW 22,432.64 

WATER SOLUTIONS UNLIMITED INC BLENDED PHOSPHATE-WAT 3,208.50 

WENDLING QUARRIES ROAD STONE-RUT 287.64 

 TOTAL 332,699.01 

c. Approval of liquor license renewal: Scorz Bar & Grill. 
 
4. Open forum:  each citizen limited to 5 minutes per discussion item. None 

 
5. City Administrator Report. With snow in the forecast Beimer said that the City crews will be 

continuously plowing all night with a split rotation schedule. Work on the FY16 budget has 
started. Beimer said that he would like to start discussions going over the CIP portion of the 
budget tonight. Explaining the worksheet given to Council Beimer said that there are some FY15 
projects that won’t get started until the end of the FY when the construction season starts, 
probably sometime in April or May. Payments for those projects won’t be accounted for until 
FY16. Looking at the Capital Improvement Plan Beimer pointed out some projects that been 
moved ahead of schedule and some that have already been completed such as 7th Street 
Reconstruction project. At a previous meeting Council was asked what projects they wanted to 
see plugged into the FY16 budget and that will be part of the agenda #7 discussion. The City’s 
insurance will cover most of the costs of the pump and motor for well #9. The City has been 
working with Justin Campbell, Shive Hattery, on the completion of the roundabout project. To 
date it is about 85% complete. The State then does a final audit after which the City should 
receive about $70k back in retainage fees. We should be receiving the audit in about 30 days. 
Beimer suggested having a budget work session on Monday, 1-12-15 at 6:30 p.m. He continued 
saying that he did not see the need to have all parties receiving City support explain their 
budgets; only those that are asking for more than they have in the past. Work continues on the 
application of FEMA funds regarding the costs associated with the June storm and cleanup. Even 
though the Unions have not contacted the City regarding the City’s contract proposal the figures 
have been worked into the budget. The traffic signals at the corner of 1st Street and 1st Avenue 
will be handled by Anderson Bogart as that is the engineering firm who started the work on the 
project. The City hasn’t received any information from the County on what will be received from 
property taxes. This will be the first year for the 5% commercial tax decrease which will be 
offset by the State and will continue with an additional 5% each year for the next three years. At 
that time the State will discontinue backfilling and the City will be on their own. Council agreed 
to meet Monday, January 12, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. to continue discussing the FY16 budget.   



 
6. Engineering Update Report. Dave Schechinger of Veenstra & Kimm gave a brief summary of the 

engineering projects being worked on. Work continues on the 3rd and 5th Avenue Reconstruction 
projects with the big issue being ADA compliant. Preliminary cost estimates were prepared for 
both streets. Preliminary design is underway and will be reviewed by Council in February. 
Construction is slated to begin in July, 2015. A preliminary cost estimate was prepared for the 
Lisbon Road overlay with an option to add curb, gutter and storm sewer on the east end. The 
Bryant Park Well project is close to completion. Following Council review the report will be 
submitted to the IDNR. An estimate of $2,000.00 was received from Vessco to conduct a 
detailed inspection of the water plant filter. Preliminary plans for a sewer rehab/replacement for 
the Shepley and Mehaffey sewer projects will be ready for review in a few weeks. Bid 
solicitation is anticipated to be in March with construction to follow in late April or May. The 
City has received their draft NPDES permit. This includes compliance schedules for testing and 
monitoring several items. The draft permit contains a public notice that must be posted and 
published within 15 days of the date on the draft permit letter. Regarding disinfection compliance 
and possible ammonia reduction, Schechinger commented  that after a permit was finalized, the 
City would most likely have three years to achieve compliance. Roudabush asked if there were 
any grandfathering exceptions for older communities in regard to the 3rd and 5th Avenue projects. 
Schechinger said there are exceptions when not possible but didn’t think that it would be 
approved in this case.      

 
7. Discussion of CIP Plan (budget portion) for FY2016: Timing/Costs/Priorities. Beimer said that, 

depending on the complexity of the 3rd and 5th Avenue projects it looks to be a full construction 
season and also carrying over into calendar year 2016. Council was asked to identify the projects 
they would like to see in the FY16 budget. Taylor said there hasn’t been anything done with the 
sidewalk project for over a year. Beimer said he had included that in the budget. Schechinger 
pointed out a potential issue; on Hwy 1, south of the Hwy 30 roundabout there are utilities 
between the roundabout and the interchange. If the IDOT widens this to a five lane section, as 
they proposed, the City would be responsible for relocating them. Taylor suggested adding 
landscaping to the center of the roundabout. Beimer said that the IDOT owns it right now so any 
additions would need their approval. Council agreed to meet Monday, January 12, 2015 at 6:30 
p.m. to continue working on the budget.       

 
8. Old Business.  
 
9. New Business. A snow emergency has been called from 10:00 p.m. tonight until snow removal 

operations have been completed. On Thursday, January 8, 2015, there will be a Community 
Leaders Breakfast at Gwen’s at 7:30 a.m. The public is invited.  

 
As there was no further business to attend to the meeting adjourned, the time being 8:05 p.m., 
January 5, 2015. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 



Sue Ripke 
City Clerk 
 
Reviewed and approved, 
Michael R. Beimer 
City Administrator 
 
 



MINUTES 
MOUNT VERNON CITY COUNCIL 

JANUARY 5, 2014 
 
The Mount Vernon City Council met January 5, 2015 at the Mount Vernon City Hall Chambers with 
the following members present: Roudabush, Taylor, Thompson, Niemi and Hampton.  
 
1. Call to Order. At 6:30 p.m. Mayor ProTem Bill Niemi called the meeting to order.  

2. Approval of Agenda. Motion made by Hampton, seconded by Taylor to approve the agenda. 
Carried all.  
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Carried all.  
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b. Claims for approval. 
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BSN SPORTS COLLEGIATE PACIFIC FENCING GROUND SOCKETS-P&REC 175.49 
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WATER SOLUTIONS UNLIMITED INC BLENDED PHOSPHATE-WAT 3,208.50 

WENDLING QUARRIES ROAD STONE-RUT 287.64 

 TOTAL 332,699.01 

c. Approval of liquor license renewal: Scorz Bar & Grill. 
 
4. Open forum:  each citizen limited to 5 minutes per discussion item. None 

 
5. City Administrator Report. With snow in the forecast Beimer said that the City crews will be 

continuously plowing all night with a split rotation schedule. Work on the FY16 budget has 
started. Beimer said that he would like to start discussions going over the CIP portion of the 
budget tonight. Explaining the worksheet given to Council Beimer said that there are some FY15 
projects that won’t get started until the end of the FY when the construction season starts, 
probably sometime in April or May. Payments for those projects won’t be accounted for until 
FY16. Looking at the Capital Improvement Plan Beimer pointed out some projects that been 
moved ahead of schedule and some that have already been completed such as 7th Street 
Reconstruction project. At a previous meeting Council was asked what projects they wanted to 
see plugged into the FY16 budget and that will be part of the agenda #7 discussion. The City’s 
insurance will cover most of the costs of the pump and motor for well #9. The City has been 
working with Justin Campbell, Shive Hattery, on the completion of the roundabout project. To 
date it is about 85% complete. The State then does a final audit after which the City should 
receive about $70k back in retainage fees. We should be receiving the audit in about 30 days. 
Beimer suggested having a budget work session on Monday, 1-12-15 at 6:30 p.m. He continued 
saying that he did not see the need to have all parties receiving City support explain their 
budgets; only those that are asking for more than they have in the past. Work continues on the 
application of FEMA funds regarding the costs associated with the June storm and cleanup. Even 
though the Unions have not contacted the City regarding the City’s contract proposal the figures 
have been worked into the budget. The traffic signals at the corner of 1st Street and 1st Avenue 
will be handled by Anderson Bogart as that is the engineering firm who started the work on the 
project. The City hasn’t received any information from the County on what will be received from 
property taxes. This will be the first year for the 5% commercial tax decrease which will be 
offset by the State and will continue with an additional 5% each year for the next three years. At 
that time the State will discontinue backfilling and the City will be on their own. Council agreed 
to meet Monday, January 12, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. to continue discussing the FY16 budget.   



 
6. Engineering Update Report. Dave Schechinger of Veenstra & Kimm gave a brief summary of the 

engineering projects being worked on. Work continues on the 3rd and 5th Avenue Reconstruction 
projects with the big issue being ADA compliant. Preliminary cost estimates were prepared for 
both streets. Preliminary design is underway and will be reviewed by Council in February. 
Construction is slated to begin in July, 2015. A preliminary cost estimate was prepared for the 
Lisbon Road overlay with an option to add curb, gutter and storm sewer on the east end. The 
Bryant Park Well project is close to completion. Following Council review the report will be 
submitted to the IDNR. An estimate of $2,000.00 was received from Vessco to conduct a 
detailed inspection of the water plant filter. Preliminary plans for a sewer rehab/replacement for 
the Shepley and Mehaffey sewer projects will be ready for review in a few weeks. Bid 
solicitation is anticipated to be in March with construction to follow in late April or May. The 
City has received their draft NPDES permit. This includes compliance schedules for testing and 
monitoring several items. The draft permit contains a public notice that must be posted and 
published within 15 days of the date on the draft permit letter. Regarding disinfection compliance 
and possible ammonia reduction, Schechinger commented  that after a permit was finalized, the 
City would most likely have three years to achieve compliance. Roudabush asked if there were 
any grandfathering exceptions for older communities in regard to the 3rd and 5th Avenue projects. 
Schechinger said there are exceptions when not possible but didn’t think that it would be 
approved in this case.      

 
7. Discussion of CIP Plan (budget portion) for FY2016: Timing/Costs/Priorities. Beimer said that, 

depending on the complexity of the 3rd and 5th Avenue projects it looks to be a full construction 
season and also carrying over into calendar year 2016. Council was asked to identify the projects 
they would like to see in the FY16 budget. Taylor said there hasn’t been anything done with the 
sidewalk project for over a year. Beimer said he had included that in the budget. Schechinger 
pointed out a potential issue; on Hwy 1, south of the Hwy 30 roundabout there are utilities 
between the roundabout and the interchange. If the IDOT widens this to a five lane section, as 
they proposed, the City would be responsible for relocating them. Taylor suggested adding 
landscaping to the center of the roundabout. Beimer said that the IDOT owns it right now so any 
additions would need their approval. Council agreed to meet Monday, January 12, 2015 at 6:30 
p.m. to continue working on the budget.       

 
8. Old Business.  
 
9. New Business. A snow emergency has been called from 10:00 p.m. tonight until snow removal 

operations have been completed. On Thursday, January 8, 2015, there will be a Community 
Leaders Breakfast at Gwen’s at 7:30 a.m. The public is invited.  

 
As there was no further business to attend to the meeting adjourned, the time being 8:05 p.m., 
January 5, 2015. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 



Sue Ripke 
City Clerk 
 
Reviewed and approved, 
Michael R. Beimer 
City Administrator 
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MOUNT VERNON LISBON SUN ADS/PUBLICATIONS-P&A 572.27 

MOUNT VERNON LISBON SUN CABLE TV/ONLINE 260.00 

MOUNT VERNON POLICE RESERVES SPECIAL EVENTS-PD 8.00 

NEAL'S WATER CONDITIONING SERV WATER/SALT-PW 53.50 

OFFICE OF VEHICLE INSPECTIONS VEHICLE INSPECTIONS-PD 50.00 

P&K MIDWEST INC LUBRICANT-RUT 13.98 

PAYROLL CLAIMS 51,410.54 

PAYROLL  CLAIMS 701.05 

POSTMASTER UTIL BILL POSTAGE-WAT,SEW,SW 400.00 

RACOM CORP BELT CLIPS-FD 232.50 

ROTO-ROOTER ALLEY BEHIND SHEPLEY-SEW 140.00 

SIMMONS PERRINE MOYER BERGMAN LEGAL FEES-P&A 3,860.00 

SIMMONS PERRINE MOYER BERGMAN LEGAL FEES-P&A 1,980.00 

SIMMONS PERRINE MOYER BERGMAN LEGAL FEES-RAB/HALLMARK 60.00 

STANDARD AND POOR'S ANALYTICAL SERVICES 10,300.00 

STAPLES SUPPLIES-P&A 60.00 

STOREY KENWORTHY TAX FORMS-ALL DEPTS 203.73 

STORLA, PATRICIA CLEANING SERVICE-FD 100.00 

T&M CLOTHING COMPANY STOCKING CAPS-FD 100.00 

TEMP VENDOR MOVIE SPONSOR-P&REC 100.00 



TEMP VENDOR REFUND/CHRISTMAS CRAFTS-P&REC 20.00 

TEMP VENDOR REFUND/ALL THINGS GINGERBREAD 15.00 

TREASURER, STATE OF IOWA SALES TAX 3600.00 

US BANK SUPPLIES,FUEL,TRAVEL,MISC 1,325.27 

US CELLULAR CELL PHONE-ALL DEPTS 578.96 

UTILITY SERVICE COMPANY TOWER MAINT/YR 2 QRTLY PYMT 12449.08 

VEENSTRA & KIMM INC 2015 STREET IMPROVEMENTS PRELIM 9,099.10 

VEENSTRA & KIMM INC BRYANT PARK WELL PRELIM-BAB/WAT 964.00 

VEENSTRA & KIMM INC WWTP GENERATOR PERMIT-SEW 854.10 

VEENSTRA & KIMM INC POOL FILTER EVALUATION-POOL 126.00 

WALKER AG EQUIPMENT OIL FILTER-RUT 69.45 

WAPSI WASTE SERVICE GB,RECY,LEAF-SW 22,432.64 

WATER SOLUTIONS UNLIMITED INC BLENDED PHOSPHATE-WAT 3,208.50 

WENDLING QUARRIES ROAD STONE-RUT 287.64 

 TOTAL 332,699.01 

c. Approval of liquor license renewal: Scorz Bar & Grill. 
 
4. Open forum:  each citizen limited to 5 minutes per discussion item. None 

 
5. City Administrator Report. With snow in the forecast Beimer said that the City crews will be 

continuously plowing all night with a split rotation schedule. Work on the FY16 budget has 
started. Beimer said that he would like to start discussions going over the CIP portion of the 
budget tonight. Explaining the worksheet given to Council Beimer said that there are some FY15 
projects that won’t get started until the end of the FY when the construction season starts, 
probably sometime in April or May. Payments for those projects won’t be accounted for until 
FY16. Looking at the Capital Improvement Plan Beimer pointed out some projects that been 
moved ahead of schedule and some that have already been completed such as 7th Street 
Reconstruction project. At a previous meeting Council was asked what projects they wanted to 
see plugged into the FY16 budget and that will be part of the agenda #7 discussion. The City’s 
insurance will cover most of the costs of the pump and motor for well #9. The City has been 
working with Justin Campbell, Shive Hattery, on the completion of the roundabout project. To 
date it is about 85% complete. The State then does a final audit after which the City should 
receive about $70k back in retainage fees. We should be receiving the audit in about 30 days. 
Beimer suggested having a budget work session on Monday, 1-12-15 at 6:30 p.m. He continued 
saying that he did not see the need to have all parties receiving City support explain their 
budgets; only those that are asking for more than they have in the past. Work continues on the 
application of FEMA funds regarding the costs associated with the June storm and cleanup. Even 
though the Unions have not contacted the City regarding the City’s contract proposal the figures 
have been worked into the budget. The traffic signals at the corner of 1st Street and 1st Avenue 
will be handled by Anderson Bogart as that is the engineering firm who started the work on the 
project. The City hasn’t received any information from the County on what will be received from 
property taxes. This will be the first year for the 5% commercial tax decrease which will be 
offset by the State and will continue with an additional 5% each year for the next three years. At 
that time the State will discontinue backfilling and the City will be on their own. Council agreed 
to meet Monday, January 12, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. to continue discussing the FY16 budget.   



 
6. Engineering Update Report. Dave Schechinger of Veenstra & Kimm gave a brief summary of the 

engineering projects being worked on. Work continues on the 3rd and 5th Avenue Reconstruction 
projects with the big issue being ADA compliant. Preliminary cost estimates were prepared for 
both streets. Preliminary design is underway and will be reviewed by Council in February. 
Construction is slated to begin in July, 2015. A preliminary cost estimate was prepared for the 
Lisbon Road overlay with an option to add curb, gutter and storm sewer on the east end. The 
Bryant Park Well project is close to completion. Following Council review the report will be 
submitted to the IDNR. An estimate of $2,000.00 was received from Vessco to conduct a 
detailed inspection of the water plant filter. Preliminary plans for a sewer rehab/replacement for 
the Shepley and Mehaffey sewer projects will be ready for review in a few weeks. Bid 
solicitation is anticipated to be in March with construction to follow in late April or May. The 
City has received their draft NPDES permit. This includes compliance schedules for testing and 
monitoring several items. The draft permit contains a public notice that must be posted and 
published within 15 days of the date on the draft permit letter. Regarding disinfection compliance 
and possible ammonia reduction, Schechinger commented  that after a permit was finalized, the 
City would most likely have three years to achieve compliance. Roudabush asked if there were 
any grandfathering exceptions for older communities in regard to the 3rd and 5th Avenue projects. 
Schechinger said there are exceptions when not possible but didn’t think that it would be 
approved in this case.      

 
7. Discussion of CIP Plan (budget portion) for FY2016: Timing/Costs/Priorities. Beimer said that, 

depending on the complexity of the 3rd and 5th Avenue projects it looks to be a full construction 
season and also carrying over into calendar year 2016. Council was asked to identify the projects 
they would like to see in the FY16 budget. Taylor said there hasn’t been anything done with the 
sidewalk project for over a year. Beimer said he had included that in the budget. Schechinger 
pointed out a potential issue; on Hwy 1, south of the Hwy 30 roundabout there are utilities 
between the roundabout and the interchange. If the IDOT widens this to a five lane section, as 
they proposed, the City would be responsible for relocating them. Taylor suggested adding 
landscaping to the center of the roundabout. Beimer said that the IDOT owns it right now so any 
additions would need their approval. Council agreed to meet Monday, January 12, 2015 at 6:30 
p.m. to continue working on the budget.       

 
8. Old Business.  
 
9. New Business. A snow emergency has been called from 10:00 p.m. tonight until snow removal 

operations have been completed. On Thursday, January 8, 2015, there will be a Community 
Leaders Breakfast at Gwen’s at 7:30 a.m. The public is invited.  

 
As there was no further business to attend to the meeting adjourned, the time being 8:05 p.m., 
January 5, 2015. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 



Sue Ripke 
City Clerk 
 
Reviewed and approved, 
Michael R. Beimer 
City Administrator 
 
 



MINUTES 
MOUNT VERNON CITY COUNCIL 

JANUARY 5, 2014 
 
The Mount Vernon City Council met January 5, 2015 at the Mount Vernon City Hall Chambers with 
the following members present: Roudabush, Taylor, Thompson, Niemi and Hampton.  
 
1. Call to Order. At 6:30 p.m. Mayor ProTem Bill Niemi called the meeting to order.  

2. Approval of Agenda. Motion made by Hampton, seconded by Taylor to approve the agenda. 
Carried all.  

 
3. Consent Agenda. Motion made by Hampton, seconded by Thompson to approve Consent Agenda. 

Carried all.  
a. Approval of minutes of December 15 and 23, 2014. 
b. Claims for approval. 
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ALLIANT IES UTILITIES ENERGY USAGE-EMA 40.96 

ALLIANT IES UTILITIES ENERGY USAGE-CEM 20.48 
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BRADLEY HAUGE, CPA ACCOUNTING SERVICES-P&A 1,770.00 

BSN SPORTS COLLEGIATE PACIFIC BB FENCE/ELLIOTT PARK/200' 1,199.00 

BSN SPORTS COLLEGIATE PACIFIC FENCING GROUND SOCKETS-P&REC 175.49 

CARQUEST OF LISBON VEHICLE MAINT-PW 585.52 
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CENTURY LINK PHONE CHGS-FD 123.18 

CENTURY LINK PHONE CHGS-RUT 70.15 

CENTURY LINK PHONE CHGS-WAT 64.35 



CENTURY LINK PHONE CHGS-POOL 59.25 
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ELECTRONIC ENGINEERING PAGER SERVICE-EMA 11.95 

ELECTRONIC ENGINEERING CORP INFORMATION SYSTEMS-PW 399.60 
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INDUSTRIAL TECHNICAL SUPPORT S THERMOGRAPH SCANNING-SEW 1,980.00 

INTERSTATE ALL BATTERY CENTER EQUIP REPAIR-FD 74.89 

IOWA INSURANCE DIVISION 509A FILING-ALL DEPTS 100.00 

IOWA MUNICIPAL FINANCE OFFICER ANNUAL DUES-P&A 55.00 

IOWA POLICE CHIEFS ASSOCIATION DUES-PD 75.00 

IOWA RURAL WATER ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP DUES-WAT 300.00 

IOWA SOLUTIONS INC NEW SERVER PREP, VIRUS REMOVAL 835.00 

IOWA SOLUTIONS INC TROUBLESHOOT TRACS-PD 172.50 

IOWA SOLUTIONS.COM EMAIL SPAM/VIRUS BLOCKER,WEB  255.00 

J ROBERT HOPSON ACTUARIAL CERTIFICATION-P&A 550.00 

JOE'S QUALITY WINDOW CLEANING WINDOW CLEANING-P&A 132.00 

LANGE'S SINCLAIR FUEL-FD 212.05 

LINN CO-OP OIL CO FUEL-PW 1,222.90 

LINN COUNTY PLANNING & DEV BLDG PERMIT FEES/INSPECTIONS 689.00 

MONTECILLO EXPRESS 250 CAR UNLOCK FORMS-PD 82.00 

MOORE, JAMES MILEAGE-P&A 85.68 

MOUNT VERNON FIRE DEPT ASSOCIATION DUES-FD 169.00 

MOUNT VERNON LISBON SUN ADS/PUBLICATIONS-P&A 572.27 

MOUNT VERNON LISBON SUN CABLE TV/ONLINE 260.00 

MOUNT VERNON POLICE RESERVES SPECIAL EVENTS-PD 8.00 

NEAL'S WATER CONDITIONING SERV WATER/SALT-PW 53.50 

OFFICE OF VEHICLE INSPECTIONS VEHICLE INSPECTIONS-PD 50.00 

P&K MIDWEST INC LUBRICANT-RUT 13.98 

PAYROLL CLAIMS 51,410.54 

PAYROLL  CLAIMS 701.05 

POSTMASTER UTIL BILL POSTAGE-WAT,SEW,SW 400.00 

RACOM CORP BELT CLIPS-FD 232.50 

ROTO-ROOTER ALLEY BEHIND SHEPLEY-SEW 140.00 

SIMMONS PERRINE MOYER BERGMAN LEGAL FEES-P&A 3,860.00 

SIMMONS PERRINE MOYER BERGMAN LEGAL FEES-P&A 1,980.00 

SIMMONS PERRINE MOYER BERGMAN LEGAL FEES-RAB/HALLMARK 60.00 

STANDARD AND POOR'S ANALYTICAL SERVICES 10,300.00 

STAPLES SUPPLIES-P&A 60.00 

STOREY KENWORTHY TAX FORMS-ALL DEPTS 203.73 

STORLA, PATRICIA CLEANING SERVICE-FD 100.00 

T&M CLOTHING COMPANY STOCKING CAPS-FD 100.00 

TEMP VENDOR MOVIE SPONSOR-P&REC 100.00 



TEMP VENDOR REFUND/CHRISTMAS CRAFTS-P&REC 20.00 

TEMP VENDOR REFUND/ALL THINGS GINGERBREAD 15.00 

TREASURER, STATE OF IOWA SALES TAX 3600.00 

US BANK SUPPLIES,FUEL,TRAVEL,MISC 1,325.27 

US CELLULAR CELL PHONE-ALL DEPTS 578.96 

UTILITY SERVICE COMPANY TOWER MAINT/YR 2 QRTLY PYMT 12449.08 

VEENSTRA & KIMM INC 2015 STREET IMPROVEMENTS PRELIM 9,099.10 

VEENSTRA & KIMM INC BRYANT PARK WELL PRELIM-BAB/WAT 964.00 

VEENSTRA & KIMM INC WWTP GENERATOR PERMIT-SEW 854.10 

VEENSTRA & KIMM INC POOL FILTER EVALUATION-POOL 126.00 

WALKER AG EQUIPMENT OIL FILTER-RUT 69.45 

WAPSI WASTE SERVICE GB,RECY,LEAF-SW 22,432.64 

WATER SOLUTIONS UNLIMITED INC BLENDED PHOSPHATE-WAT 3,208.50 

WENDLING QUARRIES ROAD STONE-RUT 287.64 

 TOTAL 332,699.01 

c. Approval of liquor license renewal: Scorz Bar & Grill. 
 
4. Open forum:  each citizen limited to 5 minutes per discussion item. None 

 
5. City Administrator Report. With snow in the forecast Beimer said that the City crews will be 

continuously plowing all night with a split rotation schedule. Work on the FY16 budget has 
started. Beimer said that he would like to start discussions going over the CIP portion of the 
budget tonight. Explaining the worksheet given to Council Beimer said that there are some FY15 
projects that won’t get started until the end of the FY when the construction season starts, 
probably sometime in April or May. Payments for those projects won’t be accounted for until 
FY16. Looking at the Capital Improvement Plan Beimer pointed out some projects that been 
moved ahead of schedule and some that have already been completed such as 7th Street 
Reconstruction project. At a previous meeting Council was asked what projects they wanted to 
see plugged into the FY16 budget and that will be part of the agenda #7 discussion. The City’s 
insurance will cover most of the costs of the pump and motor for well #9. The City has been 
working with Justin Campbell, Shive Hattery, on the completion of the roundabout project. To 
date it is about 85% complete. The State then does a final audit after which the City should 
receive about $70k back in retainage fees. We should be receiving the audit in about 30 days. 
Beimer suggested having a budget work session on Monday, 1-12-15 at 6:30 p.m. He continued 
saying that he did not see the need to have all parties receiving City support explain their 
budgets; only those that are asking for more than they have in the past. Work continues on the 
application of FEMA funds regarding the costs associated with the June storm and cleanup. Even 
though the Unions have not contacted the City regarding the City’s contract proposal the figures 
have been worked into the budget. The traffic signals at the corner of 1st Street and 1st Avenue 
will be handled by Anderson Bogart as that is the engineering firm who started the work on the 
project. The City hasn’t received any information from the County on what will be received from 
property taxes. This will be the first year for the 5% commercial tax decrease which will be 
offset by the State and will continue with an additional 5% each year for the next three years. At 
that time the State will discontinue backfilling and the City will be on their own. Council agreed 
to meet Monday, January 12, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. to continue discussing the FY16 budget.   



 
6. Engineering Update Report. Dave Schechinger of Veenstra & Kimm gave a brief summary of the 

engineering projects being worked on. Work continues on the 3rd and 5th Avenue Reconstruction 
projects with the big issue being ADA compliant. Preliminary cost estimates were prepared for 
both streets. Preliminary design is underway and will be reviewed by Council in February. 
Construction is slated to begin in July, 2015. A preliminary cost estimate was prepared for the 
Lisbon Road overlay with an option to add curb, gutter and storm sewer on the east end. The 
Bryant Park Well project is close to completion. Following Council review the report will be 
submitted to the IDNR. An estimate of $2,000.00 was received from Vessco to conduct a 
detailed inspection of the water plant filter. Preliminary plans for a sewer rehab/replacement for 
the Shepley and Mehaffey sewer projects will be ready for review in a few weeks. Bid 
solicitation is anticipated to be in March with construction to follow in late April or May. The 
City has received their draft NPDES permit. This includes compliance schedules for testing and 
monitoring several items. The draft permit contains a public notice that must be posted and 
published within 15 days of the date on the draft permit letter. Regarding disinfection compliance 
and possible ammonia reduction, Schechinger commented  that after a permit was finalized, the 
City would most likely have three years to achieve compliance. Roudabush asked if there were 
any grandfathering exceptions for older communities in regard to the 3rd and 5th Avenue projects. 
Schechinger said there are exceptions when not possible but didn’t think that it would be 
approved in this case.      

 
7. Discussion of CIP Plan (budget portion) for FY2016: Timing/Costs/Priorities. Beimer said that, 

depending on the complexity of the 3rd and 5th Avenue projects it looks to be a full construction 
season and also carrying over into calendar year 2016. Council was asked to identify the projects 
they would like to see in the FY16 budget. Taylor said there hasn’t been anything done with the 
sidewalk project for over a year. Beimer said he had included that in the budget. Schechinger 
pointed out a potential issue; on Hwy 1, south of the Hwy 30 roundabout there are utilities 
between the roundabout and the interchange. If the IDOT widens this to a five lane section, as 
they proposed, the City would be responsible for relocating them. Taylor suggested adding 
landscaping to the center of the roundabout. Beimer said that the IDOT owns it right now so any 
additions would need their approval. Council agreed to meet Monday, January 12, 2015 at 6:30 
p.m. to continue working on the budget.       

 
8. Old Business.  
 
9. New Business. A snow emergency has been called from 10:00 p.m. tonight until snow removal 

operations have been completed. On Thursday, January 8, 2015, there will be a Community 
Leaders Breakfast at Gwen’s at 7:30 a.m. The public is invited.  

 
As there was no further business to attend to the meeting adjourned, the time being 8:05 p.m., 
January 5, 2015. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 



Sue Ripke 
City Clerk 
 
Reviewed and approved, 
Michael R. Beimer 
City Administrator 
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US BANK SUPPLIES,FUEL,TRAVEL,MISC 1,325.27 

US CELLULAR CELL PHONE-ALL DEPTS 578.96 

UTILITY SERVICE COMPANY TOWER MAINT/YR 2 QRTLY PYMT 12449.08 

VEENSTRA & KIMM INC 2015 STREET IMPROVEMENTS PRELIM 9,099.10 

VEENSTRA & KIMM INC BRYANT PARK WELL PRELIM-BAB/WAT 964.00 

VEENSTRA & KIMM INC WWTP GENERATOR PERMIT-SEW 854.10 

VEENSTRA & KIMM INC POOL FILTER EVALUATION-POOL 126.00 

WALKER AG EQUIPMENT OIL FILTER-RUT 69.45 

WAPSI WASTE SERVICE GB,RECY,LEAF-SW 22,432.64 

WATER SOLUTIONS UNLIMITED INC BLENDED PHOSPHATE-WAT 3,208.50 

WENDLING QUARRIES ROAD STONE-RUT 287.64 

 TOTAL 332,699.01 

c. Approval of liquor license renewal: Scorz Bar & Grill. 
 
4. Open forum:  each citizen limited to 5 minutes per discussion item. None 

 
5. City Administrator Report. With snow in the forecast Beimer said that the City crews will be 

continuously plowing all night with a split rotation schedule. Work on the FY16 budget has 
started. Beimer said that he would like to start discussions going over the CIP portion of the 
budget tonight. Explaining the worksheet given to Council Beimer said that there are some FY15 
projects that won’t get started until the end of the FY when the construction season starts, 
probably sometime in April or May. Payments for those projects won’t be accounted for until 
FY16. Looking at the Capital Improvement Plan Beimer pointed out some projects that been 
moved ahead of schedule and some that have already been completed such as 7th Street 
Reconstruction project. At a previous meeting Council was asked what projects they wanted to 
see plugged into the FY16 budget and that will be part of the agenda #7 discussion. The City’s 
insurance will cover most of the costs of the pump and motor for well #9. The City has been 
working with Justin Campbell, Shive Hattery, on the completion of the roundabout project. To 
date it is about 85% complete. The State then does a final audit after which the City should 
receive about $70k back in retainage fees. We should be receiving the audit in about 30 days. 
Beimer suggested having a budget work session on Monday, 1-12-15 at 6:30 p.m. He continued 
saying that he did not see the need to have all parties receiving City support explain their 
budgets; only those that are asking for more than they have in the past. Work continues on the 
application of FEMA funds regarding the costs associated with the June storm and cleanup. Even 
though the Unions have not contacted the City regarding the City’s contract proposal the figures 
have been worked into the budget. The traffic signals at the corner of 1st Street and 1st Avenue 
will be handled by Anderson Bogart as that is the engineering firm who started the work on the 
project. The City hasn’t received any information from the County on what will be received from 
property taxes. This will be the first year for the 5% commercial tax decrease which will be 
offset by the State and will continue with an additional 5% each year for the next three years. At 
that time the State will discontinue backfilling and the City will be on their own. Council agreed 
to meet Monday, January 12, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. to continue discussing the FY16 budget.   



 
6. Engineering Update Report. Dave Schechinger of Veenstra & Kimm gave a brief summary of the 

engineering projects being worked on. Work continues on the 3rd and 5th Avenue Reconstruction 
projects with the big issue being ADA compliant. Preliminary cost estimates were prepared for 
both streets. Preliminary design is underway and will be reviewed by Council in February. 
Construction is slated to begin in July, 2015. A preliminary cost estimate was prepared for the 
Lisbon Road overlay with an option to add curb, gutter and storm sewer on the east end. The 
Bryant Park Well project is close to completion. Following Council review the report will be 
submitted to the IDNR. An estimate of $2,000.00 was received from Vessco to conduct a 
detailed inspection of the water plant filter. Preliminary plans for a sewer rehab/replacement for 
the Shepley and Mehaffey sewer projects will be ready for review in a few weeks. Bid 
solicitation is anticipated to be in March with construction to follow in late April or May. The 
City has received their draft NPDES permit. This includes compliance schedules for testing and 
monitoring several items. The draft permit contains a public notice that must be posted and 
published within 15 days of the date on the draft permit letter. Regarding disinfection compliance 
and possible ammonia reduction, Schechinger commented  that after a permit was finalized, the 
City would most likely have three years to achieve compliance. Roudabush asked if there were 
any grandfathering exceptions for older communities in regard to the 3rd and 5th Avenue projects. 
Schechinger said there are exceptions when not possible but didn’t think that it would be 
approved in this case.      

 
7. Discussion of CIP Plan (budget portion) for FY2016: Timing/Costs/Priorities. Beimer said that, 

depending on the complexity of the 3rd and 5th Avenue projects it looks to be a full construction 
season and also carrying over into calendar year 2016. Council was asked to identify the projects 
they would like to see in the FY16 budget. Taylor said there hasn’t been anything done with the 
sidewalk project for over a year. Beimer said he had included that in the budget. Schechinger 
pointed out a potential issue; on Hwy 1, south of the Hwy 30 roundabout there are utilities 
between the roundabout and the interchange. If the IDOT widens this to a five lane section, as 
they proposed, the City would be responsible for relocating them. Taylor suggested adding 
landscaping to the center of the roundabout. Beimer said that the IDOT owns it right now so any 
additions would need their approval. Council agreed to meet Monday, January 12, 2015 at 6:30 
p.m. to continue working on the budget.       

 
8. Old Business.  
 
9. New Business. A snow emergency has been called from 10:00 p.m. tonight until snow removal 

operations have been completed. On Thursday, January 8, 2015, there will be a Community 
Leaders Breakfast at Gwen’s at 7:30 a.m. The public is invited.  

 
As there was no further business to attend to the meeting adjourned, the time being 8:05 p.m., 
January 5, 2015. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 



Sue Ripke 
City Clerk 
 
Reviewed and approved, 
Michael R. Beimer 
City Administrator 
 
 



MINUTES 
MOUNT VERNON CITY COUNCIL 

JANUARY 5, 2014 
 
The Mount Vernon City Council met January 5, 2015 at the Mount Vernon City Hall Chambers with 
the following members present: Roudabush, Taylor, Thompson, Niemi and Hampton.  
 
1. Call to Order. At 6:30 p.m. Mayor ProTem Bill Niemi called the meeting to order.  

2. Approval of Agenda. Motion made by Hampton, seconded by Taylor to approve the agenda. 
Carried all.  

 
3. Consent Agenda. Motion made by Hampton, seconded by Thompson to approve Consent Agenda. 

Carried all.  
a. Approval of minutes of December 15 and 23, 2014. 
b. Claims for approval. 

AHLERS & COONEY, PLC LEGAL FEES-P&A 137.50 

ALLIANT IES UTILITIES ENERGY USAGE-ST LIGHTS 3,012.71 

ALLIANT IES UTILITIES ENERGY USAGE-SEW 2,303.27 

ALLIANT IES UTILITIES ENERGY USAGE-WAT 1,290.93 

ALLIANT IES UTILITIES ENERGY USAGE-SEW 363.30 

ALLIANT IES UTILITIES ENERGY USAGE-ST LIGHTS 125.33 

ALLIANT IES UTILITIES ENERGY USAGE-EMA 40.96 

ALLIANT IES UTILITIES ENERGY USAGE-CEM 20.48 

ALLIANT IES UTILITIES ENERGY USAGE 18.73 

BALICEK, RITA CLEANING SERVICE-P&A,PD 62.50 

BALICEK, RITA CLEANING SERVICE-P&A 52.50 

BALICHEK, RITA CLEANING SERVICE-PD,P&A 75.00 

BANKERS TRUST COMPANY DEC DEBT SERVICE PAYMENTS 121,348.75 

BANKERS TRUST COMPANY DEC DEBT SERVICE PAYMENTS 34,121.25 

BAUMAN AND COMPANY UNIFORMS-PW 476.95 

BEIMER, MICHAEL MILEAGE-P&A 117.60 

BENHART, SHERRIE CLEANING SERVICE-P&A 62.50 

BENHART, SHERRIE CLEANING SERVICE-P&A 52.50 

BENHART, SHERRIE CLEANING SERVICE-PD,P&A 75.00 

BOBCAT OF CEDAR RAPIDS COUPLER-RUT 67.53 

BOBCAT OF CEDAR RAPIDS COUPLER-RUT 33.80 

BRADLEY HAUGE, CPA ACCOUNTING SERVICES-P&A 1,770.00 

BSN SPORTS COLLEGIATE PACIFIC BB FENCE/ELLIOTT PARK/200' 1,199.00 

BSN SPORTS COLLEGIATE PACIFIC FENCING GROUND SOCKETS-P&REC 175.49 

CARQUEST OF LISBON VEHICLE MAINT-PW 585.52 

CARQUEST OF LISBON VEHICLE MAINT-FD 25.33 

CENTURY LINK PHONE CHGS-P&A 481.48 

CENTURY LINK PHONE CHGS-SEW 346.18 

CENTURY LINK PHONE CHGS-PD 132.51 

CENTURY LINK PHONE CHGS-FD 123.18 

CENTURY LINK PHONE CHGS-RUT 70.15 

CENTURY LINK PHONE CHGS-WAT 64.35 



CENTURY LINK PHONE CHGS-POOL 59.25 

CLIFTON LARSON ALLEN AUDITOR FEES-P&A 1,900.00 

COGRAN SYSTEMS ONLINE REGISTRATION FEES-P&REC 8.00 

CORRIDOR CARTRIDGES INK CARTRIDGES-P&REC 97.37 

CUSTOM HOES & SUPPLIES 1' FIRE HOSE ASSY-SEW 435.44 

DEPOSIT REFUNDS DEPOSIT REFUND-WAT 44.51 

DEPOSIT REFUNDS DEPOSIT REFUND-WAT 6.38 

ECHOVISION INC PHONE/DEAN-RUT 40.18 

ELECTRONIC ENGINEERING PAGER SERVICE-EMA 11.95 

ELECTRONIC ENGINEERING CORP INFORMATION SYSTEMS-PW 399.60 

FUTURE LINE 2006 DUMP TRUCK-RUT 54.03 

GARY'S FOODS SUPPLIES-RUT,P&REC 215.51 

GORDON LUMBER SUPPLY BLDG SUPPLIES-RUT,P&REC 339.80 

GROUP SERVICES INC INSURANCE-ALL DEPTS 27,629.38 

INDUSTRIAL TECHNICAL SUPPORT S THERMOGRAPH SCANNING-SEW 1,980.00 

INTERSTATE ALL BATTERY CENTER EQUIP REPAIR-FD 74.89 

IOWA INSURANCE DIVISION 509A FILING-ALL DEPTS 100.00 

IOWA MUNICIPAL FINANCE OFFICER ANNUAL DUES-P&A 55.00 

IOWA POLICE CHIEFS ASSOCIATION DUES-PD 75.00 

IOWA RURAL WATER ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP DUES-WAT 300.00 

IOWA SOLUTIONS INC NEW SERVER PREP, VIRUS REMOVAL 835.00 

IOWA SOLUTIONS INC TROUBLESHOOT TRACS-PD 172.50 

IOWA SOLUTIONS.COM EMAIL SPAM/VIRUS BLOCKER,WEB  255.00 

J ROBERT HOPSON ACTUARIAL CERTIFICATION-P&A 550.00 

JOE'S QUALITY WINDOW CLEANING WINDOW CLEANING-P&A 132.00 

LANGE'S SINCLAIR FUEL-FD 212.05 

LINN CO-OP OIL CO FUEL-PW 1,222.90 

LINN COUNTY PLANNING & DEV BLDG PERMIT FEES/INSPECTIONS 689.00 

MONTECILLO EXPRESS 250 CAR UNLOCK FORMS-PD 82.00 

MOORE, JAMES MILEAGE-P&A 85.68 

MOUNT VERNON FIRE DEPT ASSOCIATION DUES-FD 169.00 

MOUNT VERNON LISBON SUN ADS/PUBLICATIONS-P&A 572.27 

MOUNT VERNON LISBON SUN CABLE TV/ONLINE 260.00 

MOUNT VERNON POLICE RESERVES SPECIAL EVENTS-PD 8.00 

NEAL'S WATER CONDITIONING SERV WATER/SALT-PW 53.50 

OFFICE OF VEHICLE INSPECTIONS VEHICLE INSPECTIONS-PD 50.00 

P&K MIDWEST INC LUBRICANT-RUT 13.98 

PAYROLL CLAIMS 51,410.54 

PAYROLL  CLAIMS 701.05 

POSTMASTER UTIL BILL POSTAGE-WAT,SEW,SW 400.00 

RACOM CORP BELT CLIPS-FD 232.50 

ROTO-ROOTER ALLEY BEHIND SHEPLEY-SEW 140.00 

SIMMONS PERRINE MOYER BERGMAN LEGAL FEES-P&A 3,860.00 

SIMMONS PERRINE MOYER BERGMAN LEGAL FEES-P&A 1,980.00 

SIMMONS PERRINE MOYER BERGMAN LEGAL FEES-RAB/HALLMARK 60.00 

STANDARD AND POOR'S ANALYTICAL SERVICES 10,300.00 

STAPLES SUPPLIES-P&A 60.00 

STOREY KENWORTHY TAX FORMS-ALL DEPTS 203.73 

STORLA, PATRICIA CLEANING SERVICE-FD 100.00 

T&M CLOTHING COMPANY STOCKING CAPS-FD 100.00 

TEMP VENDOR MOVIE SPONSOR-P&REC 100.00 



TEMP VENDOR REFUND/CHRISTMAS CRAFTS-P&REC 20.00 

TEMP VENDOR REFUND/ALL THINGS GINGERBREAD 15.00 

TREASURER, STATE OF IOWA SALES TAX 3600.00 

US BANK SUPPLIES,FUEL,TRAVEL,MISC 1,325.27 

US CELLULAR CELL PHONE-ALL DEPTS 578.96 

UTILITY SERVICE COMPANY TOWER MAINT/YR 2 QRTLY PYMT 12449.08 

VEENSTRA & KIMM INC 2015 STREET IMPROVEMENTS PRELIM 9,099.10 

VEENSTRA & KIMM INC BRYANT PARK WELL PRELIM-BAB/WAT 964.00 

VEENSTRA & KIMM INC WWTP GENERATOR PERMIT-SEW 854.10 

VEENSTRA & KIMM INC POOL FILTER EVALUATION-POOL 126.00 

WALKER AG EQUIPMENT OIL FILTER-RUT 69.45 

WAPSI WASTE SERVICE GB,RECY,LEAF-SW 22,432.64 

WATER SOLUTIONS UNLIMITED INC BLENDED PHOSPHATE-WAT 3,208.50 

WENDLING QUARRIES ROAD STONE-RUT 287.64 

 TOTAL 332,699.01 

c. Approval of liquor license renewal: Scorz Bar & Grill. 
 
4. Open forum:  each citizen limited to 5 minutes per discussion item. None 

 
5. City Administrator Report. With snow in the forecast Beimer said that the City crews will be 

continuously plowing all night with a split rotation schedule. Work on the FY16 budget has 
started. Beimer said that he would like to start discussions going over the CIP portion of the 
budget tonight. Explaining the worksheet given to Council Beimer said that there are some FY15 
projects that won’t get started until the end of the FY when the construction season starts, 
probably sometime in April or May. Payments for those projects won’t be accounted for until 
FY16. Looking at the Capital Improvement Plan Beimer pointed out some projects that been 
moved ahead of schedule and some that have already been completed such as 7th Street 
Reconstruction project. At a previous meeting Council was asked what projects they wanted to 
see plugged into the FY16 budget and that will be part of the agenda #7 discussion. The City’s 
insurance will cover most of the costs of the pump and motor for well #9. The City has been 
working with Justin Campbell, Shive Hattery, on the completion of the roundabout project. To 
date it is about 85% complete. The State then does a final audit after which the City should 
receive about $70k back in retainage fees. We should be receiving the audit in about 30 days. 
Beimer suggested having a budget work session on Monday, 1-12-15 at 6:30 p.m. He continued 
saying that he did not see the need to have all parties receiving City support explain their 
budgets; only those that are asking for more than they have in the past. Work continues on the 
application of FEMA funds regarding the costs associated with the June storm and cleanup. Even 
though the Unions have not contacted the City regarding the City’s contract proposal the figures 
have been worked into the budget. The traffic signals at the corner of 1st Street and 1st Avenue 
will be handled by Anderson Bogart as that is the engineering firm who started the work on the 
project. The City hasn’t received any information from the County on what will be received from 
property taxes. This will be the first year for the 5% commercial tax decrease which will be 
offset by the State and will continue with an additional 5% each year for the next three years. At 
that time the State will discontinue backfilling and the City will be on their own. Council agreed 
to meet Monday, January 12, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. to continue discussing the FY16 budget.   



 
6. Engineering Update Report. Dave Schechinger of Veenstra & Kimm gave a brief summary of the 

engineering projects being worked on. Work continues on the 3rd and 5th Avenue Reconstruction 
projects with the big issue being ADA compliant. Preliminary cost estimates were prepared for 
both streets. Preliminary design is underway and will be reviewed by Council in February. 
Construction is slated to begin in July, 2015. A preliminary cost estimate was prepared for the 
Lisbon Road overlay with an option to add curb, gutter and storm sewer on the east end. The 
Bryant Park Well project is close to completion. Following Council review the report will be 
submitted to the IDNR. An estimate of $2,000.00 was received from Vessco to conduct a 
detailed inspection of the water plant filter. Preliminary plans for a sewer rehab/replacement for 
the Shepley and Mehaffey sewer projects will be ready for review in a few weeks. Bid 
solicitation is anticipated to be in March with construction to follow in late April or May. The 
City has received their draft NPDES permit. This includes compliance schedules for testing and 
monitoring several items. The draft permit contains a public notice that must be posted and 
published within 15 days of the date on the draft permit letter. Regarding disinfection compliance 
and possible ammonia reduction, Schechinger commented  that after a permit was finalized, the 
City would most likely have three years to achieve compliance. Roudabush asked if there were 
any grandfathering exceptions for older communities in regard to the 3rd and 5th Avenue projects. 
Schechinger said there are exceptions when not possible but didn’t think that it would be 
approved in this case.      

 
7. Discussion of CIP Plan (budget portion) for FY2016: Timing/Costs/Priorities. Beimer said that, 

depending on the complexity of the 3rd and 5th Avenue projects it looks to be a full construction 
season and also carrying over into calendar year 2016. Council was asked to identify the projects 
they would like to see in the FY16 budget. Taylor said there hasn’t been anything done with the 
sidewalk project for over a year. Beimer said he had included that in the budget. Schechinger 
pointed out a potential issue; on Hwy 1, south of the Hwy 30 roundabout there are utilities 
between the roundabout and the interchange. If the IDOT widens this to a five lane section, as 
they proposed, the City would be responsible for relocating them. Taylor suggested adding 
landscaping to the center of the roundabout. Beimer said that the IDOT owns it right now so any 
additions would need their approval. Council agreed to meet Monday, January 12, 2015 at 6:30 
p.m. to continue working on the budget.       

 
8. Old Business.  
 
9. New Business. A snow emergency has been called from 10:00 p.m. tonight until snow removal 

operations have been completed. On Thursday, January 8, 2015, there will be a Community 
Leaders Breakfast at Gwen’s at 7:30 a.m. The public is invited.  

 
As there was no further business to attend to the meeting adjourned, the time being 8:05 p.m., 
January 5, 2015. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 



Sue Ripke 
City Clerk 
 
Reviewed and approved, 
Michael R. Beimer 
City Administrator 
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 TOTAL 332,699.01 

c. Approval of liquor license renewal: Scorz Bar & Grill. 
 
4. Open forum:  each citizen limited to 5 minutes per discussion item. None 

 
5. City Administrator Report. With snow in the forecast Beimer said that the City crews will be 

continuously plowing all night with a split rotation schedule. Work on the FY16 budget has 
started. Beimer said that he would like to start discussions going over the CIP portion of the 
budget tonight. Explaining the worksheet given to Council Beimer said that there are some FY15 
projects that won’t get started until the end of the FY when the construction season starts, 
probably sometime in April or May. Payments for those projects won’t be accounted for until 
FY16. Looking at the Capital Improvement Plan Beimer pointed out some projects that been 
moved ahead of schedule and some that have already been completed such as 7th Street 
Reconstruction project. At a previous meeting Council was asked what projects they wanted to 
see plugged into the FY16 budget and that will be part of the agenda #7 discussion. The City’s 
insurance will cover most of the costs of the pump and motor for well #9. The City has been 
working with Justin Campbell, Shive Hattery, on the completion of the roundabout project. To 
date it is about 85% complete. The State then does a final audit after which the City should 
receive about $70k back in retainage fees. We should be receiving the audit in about 30 days. 
Beimer suggested having a budget work session on Monday, 1-12-15 at 6:30 p.m. He continued 
saying that he did not see the need to have all parties receiving City support explain their 
budgets; only those that are asking for more than they have in the past. Work continues on the 
application of FEMA funds regarding the costs associated with the June storm and cleanup. Even 
though the Unions have not contacted the City regarding the City’s contract proposal the figures 
have been worked into the budget. The traffic signals at the corner of 1st Street and 1st Avenue 
will be handled by Anderson Bogart as that is the engineering firm who started the work on the 
project. The City hasn’t received any information from the County on what will be received from 
property taxes. This will be the first year for the 5% commercial tax decrease which will be 
offset by the State and will continue with an additional 5% each year for the next three years. At 
that time the State will discontinue backfilling and the City will be on their own. Council agreed 
to meet Monday, January 12, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. to continue discussing the FY16 budget.   



 
6. Engineering Update Report. Dave Schechinger of Veenstra & Kimm gave a brief summary of the 

engineering projects being worked on. Work continues on the 3rd and 5th Avenue Reconstruction 
projects with the big issue being ADA compliant. Preliminary cost estimates were prepared for 
both streets. Preliminary design is underway and will be reviewed by Council in February. 
Construction is slated to begin in July, 2015. A preliminary cost estimate was prepared for the 
Lisbon Road overlay with an option to add curb, gutter and storm sewer on the east end. The 
Bryant Park Well project is close to completion. Following Council review the report will be 
submitted to the IDNR. An estimate of $2,000.00 was received from Vessco to conduct a 
detailed inspection of the water plant filter. Preliminary plans for a sewer rehab/replacement for 
the Shepley and Mehaffey sewer projects will be ready for review in a few weeks. Bid 
solicitation is anticipated to be in March with construction to follow in late April or May. The 
City has received their draft NPDES permit. This includes compliance schedules for testing and 
monitoring several items. The draft permit contains a public notice that must be posted and 
published within 15 days of the date on the draft permit letter. Regarding disinfection compliance 
and possible ammonia reduction, Schechinger commented  that after a permit was finalized, the 
City would most likely have three years to achieve compliance. Roudabush asked if there were 
any grandfathering exceptions for older communities in regard to the 3rd and 5th Avenue projects. 
Schechinger said there are exceptions when not possible but didn’t think that it would be 
approved in this case.      

 
7. Discussion of CIP Plan (budget portion) for FY2016: Timing/Costs/Priorities. Beimer said that, 

depending on the complexity of the 3rd and 5th Avenue projects it looks to be a full construction 
season and also carrying over into calendar year 2016. Council was asked to identify the projects 
they would like to see in the FY16 budget. Taylor said there hasn’t been anything done with the 
sidewalk project for over a year. Beimer said he had included that in the budget. Schechinger 
pointed out a potential issue; on Hwy 1, south of the Hwy 30 roundabout there are utilities 
between the roundabout and the interchange. If the IDOT widens this to a five lane section, as 
they proposed, the City would be responsible for relocating them. Taylor suggested adding 
landscaping to the center of the roundabout. Beimer said that the IDOT owns it right now so any 
additions would need their approval. Council agreed to meet Monday, January 12, 2015 at 6:30 
p.m. to continue working on the budget.       

 
8. Old Business.  
 
9. New Business. A snow emergency has been called from 10:00 p.m. tonight until snow removal 

operations have been completed. On Thursday, January 8, 2015, there will be a Community 
Leaders Breakfast at Gwen’s at 7:30 a.m. The public is invited.  

 
As there was no further business to attend to the meeting adjourned, the time being 8:05 p.m., 
January 5, 2015. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 



Sue Ripke 
City Clerk 
 
Reviewed and approved, 
Michael R. Beimer 
City Administrator 
 
 



MINUTES 
MOUNT VERNON CITY COUNCIL 

JANUARY 5, 2014 
 
The Mount Vernon City Council met January 5, 2015 at the Mount Vernon City Hall Chambers with 
the following members present: Roudabush, Taylor, Thompson, Niemi and Hampton.  
 
1. Call to Order. At 6:30 p.m. Mayor ProTem Bill Niemi called the meeting to order.  

2. Approval of Agenda. Motion made by Hampton, seconded by Taylor to approve the agenda. 
Carried all.  

 
3. Consent Agenda. Motion made by Hampton, seconded by Thompson to approve Consent Agenda. 

Carried all.  
a. Approval of minutes of December 15 and 23, 2014. 
b. Claims for approval. 

AHLERS & COONEY, PLC LEGAL FEES-P&A 137.50 

ALLIANT IES UTILITIES ENERGY USAGE-ST LIGHTS 3,012.71 

ALLIANT IES UTILITIES ENERGY USAGE-SEW 2,303.27 

ALLIANT IES UTILITIES ENERGY USAGE-WAT 1,290.93 

ALLIANT IES UTILITIES ENERGY USAGE-SEW 363.30 

ALLIANT IES UTILITIES ENERGY USAGE-ST LIGHTS 125.33 

ALLIANT IES UTILITIES ENERGY USAGE-EMA 40.96 

ALLIANT IES UTILITIES ENERGY USAGE-CEM 20.48 

ALLIANT IES UTILITIES ENERGY USAGE 18.73 

BALICEK, RITA CLEANING SERVICE-P&A,PD 62.50 

BALICEK, RITA CLEANING SERVICE-P&A 52.50 

BALICHEK, RITA CLEANING SERVICE-PD,P&A 75.00 

BANKERS TRUST COMPANY DEC DEBT SERVICE PAYMENTS 121,348.75 

BANKERS TRUST COMPANY DEC DEBT SERVICE PAYMENTS 34,121.25 

BAUMAN AND COMPANY UNIFORMS-PW 476.95 

BEIMER, MICHAEL MILEAGE-P&A 117.60 

BENHART, SHERRIE CLEANING SERVICE-P&A 62.50 

BENHART, SHERRIE CLEANING SERVICE-P&A 52.50 

BENHART, SHERRIE CLEANING SERVICE-PD,P&A 75.00 

BOBCAT OF CEDAR RAPIDS COUPLER-RUT 67.53 

BOBCAT OF CEDAR RAPIDS COUPLER-RUT 33.80 

BRADLEY HAUGE, CPA ACCOUNTING SERVICES-P&A 1,770.00 

BSN SPORTS COLLEGIATE PACIFIC BB FENCE/ELLIOTT PARK/200' 1,199.00 

BSN SPORTS COLLEGIATE PACIFIC FENCING GROUND SOCKETS-P&REC 175.49 

CARQUEST OF LISBON VEHICLE MAINT-PW 585.52 

CARQUEST OF LISBON VEHICLE MAINT-FD 25.33 

CENTURY LINK PHONE CHGS-P&A 481.48 

CENTURY LINK PHONE CHGS-SEW 346.18 

CENTURY LINK PHONE CHGS-PD 132.51 

CENTURY LINK PHONE CHGS-FD 123.18 

CENTURY LINK PHONE CHGS-RUT 70.15 

CENTURY LINK PHONE CHGS-WAT 64.35 



CENTURY LINK PHONE CHGS-POOL 59.25 

CLIFTON LARSON ALLEN AUDITOR FEES-P&A 1,900.00 

COGRAN SYSTEMS ONLINE REGISTRATION FEES-P&REC 8.00 

CORRIDOR CARTRIDGES INK CARTRIDGES-P&REC 97.37 

CUSTOM HOES & SUPPLIES 1' FIRE HOSE ASSY-SEW 435.44 

DEPOSIT REFUNDS DEPOSIT REFUND-WAT 44.51 

DEPOSIT REFUNDS DEPOSIT REFUND-WAT 6.38 

ECHOVISION INC PHONE/DEAN-RUT 40.18 

ELECTRONIC ENGINEERING PAGER SERVICE-EMA 11.95 

ELECTRONIC ENGINEERING CORP INFORMATION SYSTEMS-PW 399.60 

FUTURE LINE 2006 DUMP TRUCK-RUT 54.03 

GARY'S FOODS SUPPLIES-RUT,P&REC 215.51 

GORDON LUMBER SUPPLY BLDG SUPPLIES-RUT,P&REC 339.80 

GROUP SERVICES INC INSURANCE-ALL DEPTS 27,629.38 

INDUSTRIAL TECHNICAL SUPPORT S THERMOGRAPH SCANNING-SEW 1,980.00 

INTERSTATE ALL BATTERY CENTER EQUIP REPAIR-FD 74.89 

IOWA INSURANCE DIVISION 509A FILING-ALL DEPTS 100.00 

IOWA MUNICIPAL FINANCE OFFICER ANNUAL DUES-P&A 55.00 

IOWA POLICE CHIEFS ASSOCIATION DUES-PD 75.00 

IOWA RURAL WATER ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP DUES-WAT 300.00 

IOWA SOLUTIONS INC NEW SERVER PREP, VIRUS REMOVAL 835.00 

IOWA SOLUTIONS INC TROUBLESHOOT TRACS-PD 172.50 

IOWA SOLUTIONS.COM EMAIL SPAM/VIRUS BLOCKER,WEB  255.00 

J ROBERT HOPSON ACTUARIAL CERTIFICATION-P&A 550.00 

JOE'S QUALITY WINDOW CLEANING WINDOW CLEANING-P&A 132.00 

LANGE'S SINCLAIR FUEL-FD 212.05 

LINN CO-OP OIL CO FUEL-PW 1,222.90 

LINN COUNTY PLANNING & DEV BLDG PERMIT FEES/INSPECTIONS 689.00 

MONTECILLO EXPRESS 250 CAR UNLOCK FORMS-PD 82.00 

MOORE, JAMES MILEAGE-P&A 85.68 

MOUNT VERNON FIRE DEPT ASSOCIATION DUES-FD 169.00 

MOUNT VERNON LISBON SUN ADS/PUBLICATIONS-P&A 572.27 

MOUNT VERNON LISBON SUN CABLE TV/ONLINE 260.00 

MOUNT VERNON POLICE RESERVES SPECIAL EVENTS-PD 8.00 

NEAL'S WATER CONDITIONING SERV WATER/SALT-PW 53.50 

OFFICE OF VEHICLE INSPECTIONS VEHICLE INSPECTIONS-PD 50.00 

P&K MIDWEST INC LUBRICANT-RUT 13.98 

PAYROLL CLAIMS 51,410.54 

PAYROLL  CLAIMS 701.05 

POSTMASTER UTIL BILL POSTAGE-WAT,SEW,SW 400.00 

RACOM CORP BELT CLIPS-FD 232.50 

ROTO-ROOTER ALLEY BEHIND SHEPLEY-SEW 140.00 

SIMMONS PERRINE MOYER BERGMAN LEGAL FEES-P&A 3,860.00 

SIMMONS PERRINE MOYER BERGMAN LEGAL FEES-P&A 1,980.00 

SIMMONS PERRINE MOYER BERGMAN LEGAL FEES-RAB/HALLMARK 60.00 

STANDARD AND POOR'S ANALYTICAL SERVICES 10,300.00 

STAPLES SUPPLIES-P&A 60.00 

STOREY KENWORTHY TAX FORMS-ALL DEPTS 203.73 

STORLA, PATRICIA CLEANING SERVICE-FD 100.00 

T&M CLOTHING COMPANY STOCKING CAPS-FD 100.00 

TEMP VENDOR MOVIE SPONSOR-P&REC 100.00 



TEMP VENDOR REFUND/CHRISTMAS CRAFTS-P&REC 20.00 

TEMP VENDOR REFUND/ALL THINGS GINGERBREAD 15.00 

TREASURER, STATE OF IOWA SALES TAX 3600.00 

US BANK SUPPLIES,FUEL,TRAVEL,MISC 1,325.27 

US CELLULAR CELL PHONE-ALL DEPTS 578.96 

UTILITY SERVICE COMPANY TOWER MAINT/YR 2 QRTLY PYMT 12449.08 

VEENSTRA & KIMM INC 2015 STREET IMPROVEMENTS PRELIM 9,099.10 

VEENSTRA & KIMM INC BRYANT PARK WELL PRELIM-BAB/WAT 964.00 

VEENSTRA & KIMM INC WWTP GENERATOR PERMIT-SEW 854.10 

VEENSTRA & KIMM INC POOL FILTER EVALUATION-POOL 126.00 

WALKER AG EQUIPMENT OIL FILTER-RUT 69.45 

WAPSI WASTE SERVICE GB,RECY,LEAF-SW 22,432.64 

WATER SOLUTIONS UNLIMITED INC BLENDED PHOSPHATE-WAT 3,208.50 

WENDLING QUARRIES ROAD STONE-RUT 287.64 

 TOTAL 332,699.01 

c. Approval of liquor license renewal: Scorz Bar & Grill. 
 
4. Open forum:  each citizen limited to 5 minutes per discussion item. None 

 
5. City Administrator Report. With snow in the forecast Beimer said that the City crews will be 

continuously plowing all night with a split rotation schedule. Work on the FY16 budget has 
started. Beimer said that he would like to start discussions going over the CIP portion of the 
budget tonight. Explaining the worksheet given to Council Beimer said that there are some FY15 
projects that won’t get started until the end of the FY when the construction season starts, 
probably sometime in April or May. Payments for those projects won’t be accounted for until 
FY16. Looking at the Capital Improvement Plan Beimer pointed out some projects that been 
moved ahead of schedule and some that have already been completed such as 7th Street 
Reconstruction project. At a previous meeting Council was asked what projects they wanted to 
see plugged into the FY16 budget and that will be part of the agenda #7 discussion. The City’s 
insurance will cover most of the costs of the pump and motor for well #9. The City has been 
working with Justin Campbell, Shive Hattery, on the completion of the roundabout project. To 
date it is about 85% complete. The State then does a final audit after which the City should 
receive about $70k back in retainage fees. We should be receiving the audit in about 30 days. 
Beimer suggested having a budget work session on Monday, 1-12-15 at 6:30 p.m. He continued 
saying that he did not see the need to have all parties receiving City support explain their 
budgets; only those that are asking for more than they have in the past. Work continues on the 
application of FEMA funds regarding the costs associated with the June storm and cleanup. Even 
though the Unions have not contacted the City regarding the City’s contract proposal the figures 
have been worked into the budget. The traffic signals at the corner of 1st Street and 1st Avenue 
will be handled by Anderson Bogart as that is the engineering firm who started the work on the 
project. The City hasn’t received any information from the County on what will be received from 
property taxes. This will be the first year for the 5% commercial tax decrease which will be 
offset by the State and will continue with an additional 5% each year for the next three years. At 
that time the State will discontinue backfilling and the City will be on their own. Council agreed 
to meet Monday, January 12, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. to continue discussing the FY16 budget.   



 
6. Engineering Update Report. Dave Schechinger of Veenstra & Kimm gave a brief summary of the 

engineering projects being worked on. Work continues on the 3rd and 5th Avenue Reconstruction 
projects with the big issue being ADA compliant. Preliminary cost estimates were prepared for 
both streets. Preliminary design is underway and will be reviewed by Council in February. 
Construction is slated to begin in July, 2015. A preliminary cost estimate was prepared for the 
Lisbon Road overlay with an option to add curb, gutter and storm sewer on the east end. The 
Bryant Park Well project is close to completion. Following Council review the report will be 
submitted to the IDNR. An estimate of $2,000.00 was received from Vessco to conduct a 
detailed inspection of the water plant filter. Preliminary plans for a sewer rehab/replacement for 
the Shepley and Mehaffey sewer projects will be ready for review in a few weeks. Bid 
solicitation is anticipated to be in March with construction to follow in late April or May. The 
City has received their draft NPDES permit. This includes compliance schedules for testing and 
monitoring several items. The draft permit contains a public notice that must be posted and 
published within 15 days of the date on the draft permit letter. Regarding disinfection compliance 
and possible ammonia reduction, Schechinger commented  that after a permit was finalized, the 
City would most likely have three years to achieve compliance. Roudabush asked if there were 
any grandfathering exceptions for older communities in regard to the 3rd and 5th Avenue projects. 
Schechinger said there are exceptions when not possible but didn’t think that it would be 
approved in this case.      

 
7. Discussion of CIP Plan (budget portion) for FY2016: Timing/Costs/Priorities. Beimer said that, 

depending on the complexity of the 3rd and 5th Avenue projects it looks to be a full construction 
season and also carrying over into calendar year 2016. Council was asked to identify the projects 
they would like to see in the FY16 budget. Taylor said there hasn’t been anything done with the 
sidewalk project for over a year. Beimer said he had included that in the budget. Schechinger 
pointed out a potential issue; on Hwy 1, south of the Hwy 30 roundabout there are utilities 
between the roundabout and the interchange. If the IDOT widens this to a five lane section, as 
they proposed, the City would be responsible for relocating them. Taylor suggested adding 
landscaping to the center of the roundabout. Beimer said that the IDOT owns it right now so any 
additions would need their approval. Council agreed to meet Monday, January 12, 2015 at 6:30 
p.m. to continue working on the budget.       

 
8. Old Business.  
 
9. New Business. A snow emergency has been called from 10:00 p.m. tonight until snow removal 

operations have been completed. On Thursday, January 8, 2015, there will be a Community 
Leaders Breakfast at Gwen’s at 7:30 a.m. The public is invited.  

 
As there was no further business to attend to the meeting adjourned, the time being 8:05 p.m., 
January 5, 2015. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 



Sue Ripke 
City Clerk 
 
Reviewed and approved, 
Michael R. Beimer 
City Administrator 
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c. Approval of liquor license renewal: Scorz Bar & Grill. 
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5. City Administrator Report. With snow in the forecast Beimer said that the City crews will be 
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Construction is slated to begin in July, 2015. A preliminary cost estimate was prepared for the 
Lisbon Road overlay with an option to add curb, gutter and storm sewer on the east end. The 
Bryant Park Well project is close to completion. Following Council review the report will be 
submitted to the IDNR. An estimate of $2,000.00 was received from Vessco to conduct a 
detailed inspection of the water plant filter. Preliminary plans for a sewer rehab/replacement for 
the Shepley and Mehaffey sewer projects will be ready for review in a few weeks. Bid 
solicitation is anticipated to be in March with construction to follow in late April or May. The 
City has received their draft NPDES permit. This includes compliance schedules for testing and 
monitoring several items. The draft permit contains a public notice that must be posted and 
published within 15 days of the date on the draft permit letter. Regarding disinfection compliance 
and possible ammonia reduction, Schechinger commented  that after a permit was finalized, the 
City would most likely have three years to achieve compliance. Roudabush asked if there were 
any grandfathering exceptions for older communities in regard to the 3rd and 5th Avenue projects. 
Schechinger said there are exceptions when not possible but didn’t think that it would be 
approved in this case.      

 
7. Discussion of CIP Plan (budget portion) for FY2016: Timing/Costs/Priorities. Beimer said that, 

depending on the complexity of the 3rd and 5th Avenue projects it looks to be a full construction 
season and also carrying over into calendar year 2016. Council was asked to identify the projects 
they would like to see in the FY16 budget. Taylor said there hasn’t been anything done with the 
sidewalk project for over a year. Beimer said he had included that in the budget. Schechinger 
pointed out a potential issue; on Hwy 1, south of the Hwy 30 roundabout there are utilities 
between the roundabout and the interchange. If the IDOT widens this to a five lane section, as 
they proposed, the City would be responsible for relocating them. Taylor suggested adding 
landscaping to the center of the roundabout. Beimer said that the IDOT owns it right now so any 
additions would need their approval. Council agreed to meet Monday, January 12, 2015 at 6:30 
p.m. to continue working on the budget.       

 
8. Old Business.  
 
9. New Business. A snow emergency has been called from 10:00 p.m. tonight until snow removal 

operations have been completed. On Thursday, January 8, 2015, there will be a Community 
Leaders Breakfast at Gwen’s at 7:30 a.m. The public is invited.  

 
As there was no further business to attend to the meeting adjourned, the time being 8:05 p.m., 
January 5, 2015. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 



Sue Ripke 
City Clerk 
 
Reviewed and approved, 
Michael R. Beimer 
City Administrator 
 
 


